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Abstract The Diagnosis Procedure Combination database is a large-scale claim-based database
of Japanese hospitals, following standardized case-mix patient classification system for evalua-
tion of clinical procedures and hospital performance. The dataset does not include confidential
information, though its detailed contents may allow identification of individual patients. We
developed a secure scheme to preserve patient privacy and at the same time to conduct epi-
demiological analysis adjusting for patient characteristics for unbiased comparison. We tested
its performance with DPC database sample of 80 hospitals.
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