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A Speculative Play in Shogi Endgame
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abstract

One of the factors deciding an outcome of a game is strategic surprises. We may assume that mistakes
cause a change in the theoretical outcome of the game, even in games played between shogi grandmasters.
Strategic surprises have motivated studies on opponent modeling. The point is to obtain a better result
than the one dictated by the minimax strategy. Speculative play in the endgame is an important research
area that has received only limited attention in the literature. This paper proposes a new idea for such
speculative play in the endgame of shogi. The idea focuses on the decision complexity in selecting a
move at any position.
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