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Development and Evaluation of a Diskless Linux System for
Educational Computer System
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This paper shows the configurations and evaluations of the educational computer system
in our university that serves variety types of applications for many numbers of users, reduc-
ing Total Cost of Ownership (TCO). As for client operating systems, we developed newly
designed diskless Linux. The OS and other applications are loaded from servers through
networks; therefore the clients don’t have hard drives. This scheme drastically reduces TCO
because it is not necessary to replace hard drives which fail most frequently in these types of
systems. Also, the software updates of the clients are achieved just by uploading the files in
few servers. This also reduces the maintenance cost rather than updating the software stored
in local hard drives of many clients. As for the client application software, we installed not
only OpenOffice.org or StarSuite, but also Microsoft Office combined with Crossover Office
emulator that is highly demanded by end users.
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Fig.1 The number of broken components in previous system.
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oo ooo gooooo
gooooo Sun Fire 280R UltraSPARCIII 1.2 GHz X2, 8 GB mem, GbE x3

73 GB HDD x2 + 400 GB (RAID5)
ooooooo Sun Fire V880 UltraSPARCIII 1.2 GHz X8, 16 GB mem, GbE x4 (trunk)

73GB HDD x2 + 3TB (RAID5) + 10 TB (LTO changer)
00000000000 | Sun Fire V480 UltraSPARCIII x4, 8 GB mem, 73 GB HDD X2, GbE x2 (trunk)
ooooooood Sun Fire 6800 (1/3 Domain) | UltraSPARCIII 1.2 GHz x4, 8 GB mem,

73 GB HDD x2, GbE x4 (trunk)
oooooooooa Sun Fire 6800 (1/3 Domain) | UltraSPARCIII 1.2 GHz x4, 8 GB mem,
73GB HDD x2 + 1TB (SAN), GbE x2

gooooooooo Sun Fire V480 UltraSPARCIII 1.2 GHz x2, 4 GB mem, 73 GB HDD X2, GbE x2
00 L3oooo Foundry FastIron 400 1000baseLLX x 10, 1000baseSX x22, 1000baseT x4
020000000000
000 L20000 DELL PowerConnect3324 10/100/1000baseT X2 + 10/100baseTX x24
oooooo DELL Optiplex G270 Pentium4 3.0 GHz, 1 GB mem, 10/100/1000baseT
1280x1024@75 Hz (64 MB), USB2.0
oooo RICOH IPSiO NX650S A40500 00000 Postscript Level3, SNMP (PrinterMIB)
ooooo200040000000000000O goooooooooboooooobooooooo
gbobooooobobooboobooobobobooon OD00oO0oooSOoonouoUoooOooono NFsOO
goooboooboobooboooooboooboo 000000000000 PXEOOUODOO DHCP
0000000000 00000O0O0DO0oOooO NFES OO0OooOogTrFTPOOOOOOODDODDODOOO
oo00000oooooooooo/var0OOooOO gboooooooboooboooboobooobooboo
goooboobooobooboobooboobog 000000000 200 GbEDO NICOOOOO
goooboobooobooobooboobooboog O0OGbEO NICODOL2000000000000O
gobooboobbboobobobooobobooo 2400000000000D00000D 110000

HDDOOOOOoOooooo10000oo0ooooon oo4QKO0000000000DODOOO0OOODODOO



Vol. 49 No. 3

000000000000 1000baseSX 000000
000000 1000baseLX DO0O0DDOO0O0O0O00OO0
0000000000000 10000000000
020000000*0

000000000000 00000000000
00000000O0O0oooooooosooooon
0000000000000 D000D0000D000D
000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
0000 20000 40000000000000
0000000000000 000D00000000
0 ACloovOOO0O0O00O0O0O0O0O0O0O0OoOoOoOoO
000000000000 000000000000
00000000000 000000000D0O0nD
000000000000 000D0000000o0D
0000000000000 00000000000S
000000000000000000000000
0000000 0o00on

3.2 000000

00000000 0D0D000000O0Ooooo 3
O0O0OOcorel3000000000000000O00O
00000000000 000000D0000000
0000000000000 D00000000000
00000000000 00000D000DDOnD
0O GhEOODDOOOODODOOOOODOODOOOOOOn
000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000 Private Address
ORFC191800 0000000000 0000000O
00000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000
000000000 200000000000000
00000000000 0000000000000
0000000000 D0000D0000D001000
ONCOOOOOOOIPOODOOOOOOOO
0000000000000 IEEES02.1Q VLAN
000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000 NICODODOO
000000 IPO0OOOODOOOODOOOOO
0000000000000000000000000
VLANOOOOOOODOOOODOOODoooooo
0000000000000 D00000000000

x1 000000000000 3s000000000000000
gooooO0ooOooooooOoOoOooOooooooo

Diskless Linux 0 00 0000000000000 O00O0OO 1243

OoobOo0oboobooobooboooboboooo
Oooo0o0ooOobooOobDoOoboooobooobooo
Oo0obOO00OO0o0o00oDOO0oDbOooDbOobDoboooOoo
o000 IpPOOODODOOOODOOODODOOO
000 30000000000 bObOOoooOooooo
goooooood
3.3 0O0O0OOOOo0O
gobobooboobooboobobobooboo
0400000000
opooooog
gooooboooboboooboooboooooo
gooooooboobooboobobooo
Oo000000ooooOooooobooooooon
OO000oDO0o0bOoDoOo0obOOo 20000000
0O0Do0o00o0ooOoDoDoOobOooboOoobooo
Oo0oobooboooooooooboboooooo
Oo0ooooooooooboboboobo1oooo
pooobooobobooooboo
ooooboooo
gooooboobooboobooboooboo
JoodoooosSMTPOIMAPOOOOOOOO
OOSPAMOOOOMOOOOOWWWO ftpd
RTSPOO0OOODOOOOOOOOOOIMAPO
Jooo0O0OWebMall OOOODOODOOOOOODO
SMTP AUTHO RFC25540 000000000
gooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooo
opooono
goooooooooobooobbboobooboboo
000000OSun Java Directory Service 000
OOOLDAPOOOOOODODODODODOODOODOO
gooobooobooboobooboobooo
0ood0ooOoOoooo ITooooboboooo
0OoDo0o0OO0o0bOOooOoooooboobooo
0000o0O00O0® 00000000 00onO
ooddoooooooooooooooooo
goobooooooooooboboooooooo
0DOo0DO00O0D0OoXoorPs® ooooooon
pooooooooo
pooobooooog
gooodobooboobooooboobooo
000ooogoooooo sASsooooooon
JjooodoooDooDooooooo cGlIooo
pooooooooood
3.4 0000
dOoo0bOo0oOoOoobOoOobobOOoOoo bsoO7o0OnO



1244 ooooooooo

gooooooo40s500000000000000
goooooooooooooooooo 20000
gobobooooooooooooooooooboz2o
goo400000000000C0O0OOO0OODOO
000000000000 RICOH IPSiO NX650S
oooooog

4. OO0O0O0OO

4.1 OSOOOOOOOOO
O000O0U0O0OO0OooSOO00OOVine Caves 00O
0000000 Vine Linux Educational Edition 2.0
OVLEE2.000) 0000000000 Vine Linux 3.1
0000000 00o00oooooooooooog
00000000GUIDOODODOOOGNOME 2.40
00000000000 NautilusOOOOOOOOO
4.1.1 000O0OOOOOOO
000000WebOOOOOOOOMozillal1.7000
ooOooo0ooooooouoooooooooooog
000000000 OOOpenOfficecorg0 00000
000000000000000d StarSuite7*'00
oooo

4.1.2 JOO0OOOOOoOoOd
0000000000000 0 Wolfram Research
0 0 Mathematicall Maplesoft 0 0 Maple 00 00O
0000000000000 000000SAS Insti-
tute 00 SASOO0OO0OOO0OOOOOOOOOOO
ogoooooo
ooooooOoUooooOoooogooooooo
o0o0o0o0oooooooouooooooooooog
OO000o0o0O00 Wonn7OOODOOxwnmo OO OO
ooooooooog

4.1.3 Microsoft Office 1 0O

Microsoft Office 000000 O0OO0OOOOOOOO
000000000000o0o0o0oooooooog
000000000000 OpenOffice.org O Star-
Suite 0O 0O0DO0O0OO00OO0DOODODOOOOOOO
doodoooooooooboooooooooono
o0o0o0O0o0o0o0oooooooooooooood
0000o0o0oooooooooooooooooo
0000000000000 DoUOOoDoOO Win-
dows OSOODODODOOOOOO Microsoft Office O
0000000000000 LInuxO0OD0OOOOO
Windows OSOO0O0OO0OO0OOOOOOOOOOO
00000000 30000ooooon

*x1 000 StarSuite8 000000 O0D

Mar. 2008

ooooooooo®
Windows 0 Linux 000000000 O00OOOO
0002000 OSOO00O0O0DOOOOOoOoonoO
000 LinnuxOO0OOOOgecOOOO socket O
000000000000 00000 Windows
00000 Microsoft Office 000000000
goobooooobooooooooooooo
000 oSOoo00ooooooooooooo
goooooo
ooooog9to
VMware 0000000000 OOOOQO Win-
dows Linux 00000000 O0ODOOCOOOOO
000 oSOooooooooooooooon
0000000000000 Windows O Linux
ooooosooooooooooooooon
0do0oooboooobooooooooooood
gooooooo
oooooo®
Windows Terminal Server 0 00 00O Win-
dows0OO0O0ODOODOOOODODODO Termi-
nal Server 0000000000000 Windows
OLnuxOOOO OSOOOODOOOOOOO
Jo0o0o0Oo0o0obo0oobDoooooboooobao
ooo
00000000000000SO000 Microsoft
Windows 00000000000 O0OOC0OODOOOO
0 O Codeweavers 0 0 CrossOver Office 4.1'% 00
00000000 CrossOver Office 0 0 WINE ' O
0000000000000 Windows 0 API OO
0000000000000 O00OD0ODOMicrosoft
Office00000000DOO0DODOOOOOODODOO
JoodbbooboOOoooboobooboobooo
00000000 Linux 00 00O O Microsoft Office
XP Professional 0000000000 OOOO20
000 500000000CrossOver Officedddd
0 0 0 Microsoft Windows 000000000000
00 Microsoft Office 00D O0D0OD0OODOODODOO
gooboobooogoo
4.2 0000000000 LinuxOOQOO
20000 2000 30000000000O000O0O
000000000 wionfs™ 000000000
Dooo0o0ooo*™oooooo
(1) 0D0O0ODO0DO0OO0ODO0OOUOODOOODOODOOO
goooooo
(2) 0OO0OO0UO Vine Linux 3.1000000000
oo0oooooooooo



Vol. 49 No. 3

Diskless Linux 0 00 0000000000000 O00O0OO 1245

Boot Server Merged Tree versioning™ ]

Maintenance
Machine

apt-get update

Distribution CVS Tree

Original Tree

Main Trees Diskless
— Client PCs
export gﬂ
" Y/A—
export o
Y e—
—L |

03 0Do0oO0oooooo

Fig.3 Overview of our update system.

(3) DOoooSUOUODUOODUODODODOO
ooooooooooooo

Jdooooooo 30000000000000S
O O 0O 0O O Distribution Original TreeD O O 0O O
00000000000 Vine Linux 0000000
000000 pt000000000000ODO0OO
0000000000000 000000000Vine
Linux O Distribution 000000000000 OO
OO0 CVSTree0O0OO0OOOOODOOOOODODOOO
oooo

ODO0o0ooOoooSOn0OnoO CVSTreed OO
ODO0O000O0O0oSobDO0Oonod Merged Tree O
000000 Merged Tree 00000000000
000000000 OMerged Tree 0O OODOODO0O
O00oo000o0o0ooo0oooooooooooo
0000o00oo0oooooo0oooooooooo
Merged Tree 00000000000 O00OOOOOO
O00000OOMerged Tree00 0O 10000000
00 Main Tree 000 0000000000000
OooO0O0O0O0000000000000Main Tree
OO0OMerged Tree 00000000000 Main Tree
gobooobooboobboobobooboon
0000000000000 00D0000 Main Tree
00000000000 Main Tree 0O OODOO
O0o0o0oO0o0oo0ooo0ooooooooooo
000 Main Tree 0000000000 O00OO0OO
O000o0o0ooOo0o oSooooooooooooo
O00000ooooooooooooooooooo
O000oo0oOoooooooooooo

ooONFSOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooOo
0000000o00oOo0ooooOoooooooo
Oreadonly 000000000 O0OOOO readwrite O
goboobooboobuooooboobooboo

oooooooooooobobbO0OreotOOODODOO
ooboooooboooooooooooo

e 00000 OOOLODOOODOOOOODO

oooooooogoo
e OSUODODOODUDOOOODOODOODDODOOO
goood

oobooooobooooo

0000000000 000000000 unionfs
goooboooooooooooooocoooooo
oobooooooOooobOooboooobooooboooo
unionfs 00000000000 0O0O0ODOO Main Tree
00000000000000OoO00oUOo/oooo
O0O000OO0/ar OO0O0O0OODOOOOCOOODOOO
00000000 OOuwionfs0000000OC0OO
O0O0O0OO0OOOO0OO0O00000000PerHost Tree
0000 NFSOODOOOOooooOo
gbooooooooboooooooo 20000
pCOO0DOOOO0DOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
ooooooboobooooooobooooooooo
goooooooooooooooboooooooo
oooobooooooooboboooooooooon
goooobooooooooobooooooooo
gooobooooooooobobooboooooooo
goboooooooooobooooboooooo
o0o0oooopCcOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOO
o000 oSOOoO0o0ooUoOoOooOHDDOO
oboobObOooobooooobobooooooooboo
00000000000 OSOO0O0O0O tftpd NFS
gooooboooooooobooocoooooooo
OHDDOOOODOOOOOOOOoOoOoooosd
goboooooooooboooo20000 3000
o0o00O0pooooopoooooooosogooooo
goooobooooooooobooooooooo



1246 ooooooooo

gooooooooooooooobooooooooo
ocoooOo0oooooObOO0o00ooO HDDOOOOOO
gooooboooooobooooooooooooo
gooooooooboooooooboooboonoooo
ooooooo

5. O O

5.1 000000000000

Ooooo0oooooooooooooooooooo
0000000 4000000000Sun Fire 280R0O
100200 GhbEOOOOOO 24000 L2000
OO DELL PowerConnect 33240000 240000
000000 PCODELL Optiplex GX2700 000
00000 4800000000000000000O
O00000012:21:000 00000 Wake On LAN
0000O0000bO0bD0OO12:23:220000 100
gdoooooooooooooooooooooon
o000O0 20 2200000000000000O00
o0o0o0o0ooooooooooooooo Toooog
Oo0oOtftpO00D0O0OO00O0O0OOCOOODOOO
ooooooooooooogd

5.2 00000000 TCOOOOOO

00o0oooo0o0oOoooooooooooooon
0000000000o00o0oooooooooog
000D0000000000o00oogooooooog
000OO00OO0O0HDDOODOO 4000000000
dooddooboboooooooooooooooo
oooooooooogod

ooooO0oOoOooooooOOoooOoooooooo
ooo0O0oooOooDoDOoOoOoOoooooooooog
oooooo

-y

" ki

5.0

4.0 ~
3.0

2.0

J—kY—10O0—R7AL

0.0

BEZ1
04 0O00O0OOO0OOOODOODODOOOODOODOOOO
Fig.4 Server load average during client PCs boot up.

Mar. 2008

0000 OFF/ONUO0OO0OOOOD
Linux OOOO0OO0ODOOOOOOCOODOOOOO0
goooOoooooboooooooooooooon
goooooobobOobooooooooooon
goooooooo
gobooooooooooooooooooobo
gobooooooooobooooboooooobo
Ooooooooooooooooon OFF/ON
goboooooooooocboocoooooo
102000000000000
oooooooobooboooooooosonis
gboooooboooooloooboobowaooo
0000200 x1.50/0 x200000000
goboooooooobooboobooooooooo
goboooooooooooobooooooooo
gooooboooobooooo

gooooooooooooooobobooooon
gobooooooooooooobooooooo
gobooooooooooobocoooooooo
goboboooooooooooooOoooooo
gooooooooooobooooobooooooo
00 OFF/ONO0O00O0U0O00O0OO0OOooO
goboooooooooooooooobooobooon
gooooooooooooooooooooo
000000 30/00000000o00ooO
gooooo
00 OFF/ONOO0ODDO0O0ODO0O0OOOOOO
goboboooooooooooobooooooo
gobooooooooodsbbilooooooon
goboooooooooooooocoooooo
0000000o00oo0oOoOfsckO0OOO
gboooobooboooboosobol1booboon
gooooooooooooooobooooobo
00100000 20000000400 x30/
goooobooooooobooooooboobo
00000 OFF/ONOOC0DOO0OODOOOO
goobooooooooooooboooooooo
jjododdoooooooooooooood

gboooobooooboooooooooo
gobooooooboooooooobocoooooo
goboooooooooboobooooooooo
goboooooooocooobooboobooooo
goboooooooobooboooooboobooooon
gobooooooooooooooooooobo
goboooooooooboooooboboooobo
goobooooooooooooboooooooo



Vol. 49 No. 3

Jooooooooo20000 2000000
jooooO0ooooooooooooooooo
Jodoo0ooooooooooooooooo
Joo0o0o0oooooooooooooooon
00000o0ooooooooooogooooon
Ooooooooboobooooooooooo
Ooooooooooooo
000ooooooooooooosuoooono
l00ooooooooooooooooooo
gooooooooooooooooooooo
goooo0ooooooooooooooooo
0o0oooooooooooo
000000000 0000000o0oo0ooooon
000ooooooooooooo
000000oooooo 4000000000
OodbOO0O0OD100bOoO0ooboOooooonoo
100000000000 0oooooooooon
20060000 200000000000DOO
gooooooooooooooooooooo
00000ooooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooogd
go0o0100o00o0ooooooooooon
0000000 oDoooooooooooon
Joo0oo0o0ooooooooooooooon
000000o0oo0oooooooooooooo
goooooboooboooooobooooooo
0000000000 socket0OOOOOODOO
gooooooooooooooooooooo
goooooOooooooOoOoOoooooooo
goo0ooooooooooooooooooo
gooooOooooooooooooooooo
O imap4 000000 OO0OO socket O LWP
O Light Weight Process0 0000000000
00000000o0ooooooooooooog
Ooooooooooooooobooooooo
Jodo00ooo0o0oo0oooooooooosooo
o0oooooboobooooooobooooo
gooooooooooooooooooooo
gooooooooooooOoUoooooooo
0o000ooooooooooooooooooo
oooo
CrossOver Office 00O OO0OOOOOOO
Microsoft Windows OSO 000000 Office 0
Jooo0o0oooooooooooooooon

x1 000000000 41000000000 61000000
oo

Diskless Linux 0 00 0000000000000 O00O0OO 1247

goboooobooooooobooocoooooo
gooooooboooooooboooooobo
gobooooooooooobooooooooo
gooooooooooooooooooooo
gbOoooooobooooboooooooDo
0000000000000000000*0

6. 0 0O0O0O0

gobbooo0obo0oooobbbooooobboboo
poooobobobbbboooooooooboobooobo
0000000000 0ODiskless LinuxOOOOO0O
ooo0obOooboobooboboboooobooo
0O0DO000O0o0obOOobDOoOobOOoOobobobOoboono
0000000000000 CrossOver Office 000
Joo00ooooooooooooooooo osano
00 LinuxOOOOODDODDOO Microsoft Office O
oooooooo

goboooOoooooooboo HDDOOOOO
gooodobooboboboboobobbobooo
Jgo0ooO0ooO0oo0O0oboooooooHDDbOODOODO
gooooooooooooooo”HDbOOODOOO
Joo00o0o0ooOoooOOoOoo HDDOOOODOODOOO
O0DO00d000o0obOOobDoOobOOoOoboboboobooono
00000000 DODOO0OD0ODOOOO HDD ODOOO
O0oDo00d0bOO0o0bOOoobOoobooobooooo
goobodooooooboboooooooooood
goobodooooobooooooboooooood
goobooobooobooboobuoobooboo
gooobobooooobooa

gobooobooboooboobooboobooo
OoobOo0obOOobobOooooobooobooobooo
pooooooooood

00 000000OOOooboobooooboono
0000000000 Vine Caves OO OO0DOODO
o00ooooooooooooood

g o o o

1) 0000000000 LInux000000000
00000020000 PCOOOOO0DOOpp.189-
190 (Aug. 2000).

2) 0000000000000000000000
0000000000000 Linux000000
0000000000000000000002001
0 PCOOO0OO0O0OOpp.34-35 (Aug. 2001).

3) 0000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000Vol4l,
No.12, pp.3198-3207 (2000).



1248 ooooooooo

4) RPM Package Manager.
http://www.rpm.org/

5) 000000000000 OUOOOUDOOooOoOO
gbooboooooooboobobooobooo
goooooooboboooobooboobg
0000000000 Vol.46, No.4, pp.930-939
(2005).

6) XOOPSO O O 0O O I http://jp.xoops.org/

7) 0000000000000 O000O00 Linux
oboboobobobooo
http://www.vinecaves.com/eduvine.html

8) IUUUU0OODDODDUUODODOOOOOO
gbooooooobooboobooboobg
Vol.45, No.3, 0 0 469 O O pp.225-281 (2004).

9) 00000000 0OOUO0DOUODOUOoOOOO
0000000 Windows/Linux 0000000
gobobooooobboooobbooooboooo
0000000000 Vold3, No.11, pp.3468-
3477 (2002).

10) OO0 ODO0O0OO0O0O00OOoOoOooOoOoOoooO
000 00000 00 Virtual Machine OO
goooboooboobobobooboooboooo
00000000000 00Vol.46, No.4, pp.949—
964 (2005).

11) 0oU0O0o0oOooOoOooOooUoooOooooooo
O0OONetBoot 0D OOOODOODOOODOO
gooooooobooboobooooboobo
Vol.48, No.4, pp.1651-1664 (2007).

12) CodeWeavers Inc.: CrossOver Office Profes-
sional for Linux.
http://www.codeweavers.com/

13) Wine: “WINE” Is Not an Emulator.
http://www.winehq.org/

14) A Stachable Unification File System for
Linux. http://www.fsl.cs.sunysb.edu/
project-unionfs.html

15) 0000O0ooooooooooooooooo
00000000000 LinxOOOOOODO
000000 bDSMOOO0O0QOD0ODSM20041
pp.87-92 (Dec. 2004).

(00190 6 011000)
(0D 190 120 4 000)

00 0000000
19980000000000000
_ 0000000000000000
= 0000000000000 02000
N/, 00000000000000000
'mm§§%Wm 200500000000000000

goooooobooooomooooon

Mar. 2008

o ooooooo

199 0000000000000
gooooobooob2ooc000000
gooooooooooooooon
goooobopb20070000ooon
oobooooboboboooomm

ud ooooooo

200000000000C00000
goooobooogz2eo2z0ooon
goboooobooboooboooo
goooooboooz2o06000000
ooboooooooooooom

00 0000000
2001 000000000000
0000000000000000
- 000000000002003000
~§if 0000000000000000
¥ goorn20080000000000
N0000mMO0000m

0ood oooooo

1998 000000000000
oooooooooooooooon
ooooobooogeeoooo
goooobooz2001000000
gooooooocoooooooo
gbooobooooooobooz2c02000000000
gbobodobooooooobobooomooboooon

00 0000000
1984000000000000
0000000000001987 0
0000000000000000
. 000000000000000
A pgATRODDO01991000000
00199400000000000000000000
0000000000 0199801999 0000000
00000000Mm201000000000000
0000000020050000000000002007
0000000000000000




