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In recent years, dealing with geographical information in such forms as Google Maps has
become normal and widespread. While much geographical data is being organized and
systematized, geographical data from the Meiji and Taisho eras, not to mention that from
the Edo Period, has hardly been systematized at all. This article describes the project of
constructing a gazetteer and geographic database for all of Japan based on the series of
1:50,000 topographic maps created by the Japanese Imperial Army’s Land Survey Bureau,
and reports on the methods used and the problems encountered in that construction.
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