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A Method of Difficulty Level Measurement of
Japanese Texts for Non-native Learners of Japanese

Zhiyu Liu™ and Osamu Uchida'

This paper proposes a method of difficulty level measurement of Japanese texts by using
the difficulty of vocabulary and the complexity of syntax. The estimated difficulty of the
text is presented in the form of JLPT’s exam level. The JLPT is a standardized
criterion-referenced test to evaluate and certify Japanese language proficiency for
non-native speakers. In this study, we use the Reading Tutor Reading Learning System
and the parser to extract the difficulty of vocabulary and the complexity of syntax form
text as the feature quantity. The difficulty is estimated by using those two kinds of
feature quantity. The results of the verification experiment indicate the validity of our
method.
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