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Detection and Correction of English Preposition Errors
Using a Search Engine

AKIRA KuBoTAT! and MANABU OHTAT!

Japanese people are sometimes at a loss what preposition to use in English
composition. There is a mode of confirming how appropriate used preposi-
tions are by using a search engine. That is, we can search for a query phrase
including the preposition to be checked and judge its appropriateness based
on the number of returned search results. Therefore, we proposed a system
that automatically i)generates query phrases including a preposition, ii)collects
summaries of the search result, iii)calculates occurrence probabilities of prepo-
sitions in the collected summaries, and iv)presents the prepositions and their
probabilities to a user. It was based on the prototype system Aritomi et al.
implemented. There were, however, several problems with its query phrase gen-
eration. Therefore, we propose a method for improving query phrase generation
and give some experimental results for evaluating the method performance.
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