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Recent Trend in documentation to promote
multilingual translation and document reuse
-- Creating and leveraging documents using DITA --

Shigeko Takahashi™ and Tetsuyoshi Kato''?

The effectiveness in documenting massive amount of product information and
making information updates is becoming more and more crucial to business
success. Today the Darwin Information Typing Architecture (DITA) is drawing
attention as a solution. DITA, the new standard for documentation, is being
adopted by a growing number of organizations. Documents created using this
standard are highly structured and thus are able to be easily reused. DITA also
enables multilingual translation and localization of documents. In March 2010
the DITA Consortium Japan held DITA Festa 2010 in Tokyo and presented
writing guidelines for DITA, localizaion and introduced DITA case examples in
Japan. Having studied what was presented at the Festa, in this paper we discuss
a recent trend, tasks and challenges in documentation that Japanese
organizations are facing.
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