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A VMM-level Approach to Shortening
the downtime of Operating Systems’ Reboots

HIROSHI YAMADA 172 and KENJ1 KOoNOT1:12

Operating System (OS) reboots are an essential procedure for patches and updates to
commodity OSes in order to add new features, enhance performance, and fix bugs and se-
curity holes. Such patches and updates are announced at a higher frequency, and applying
them requires rebooting the OS, resulting in downtime that is becoming increasingly costly.
Surprisingly, an OS reboot is also demanded even by the update of recent applications such
as Internet Explore and iTunes. This paper describes BackGroundReboot, a virtual machine
monitor (VMM-) approach to shortening the downtime of OSes’ reboot. The key idea is
to make better use of snapshot technology. BackGroundReboot replaces an OS reboot pro-
cedure with restoring a VM state to the snapshot state where the newer OS is running. By
doing so, we obtain an effect similar to the reboots of an OS with shorter downtime. Our
prototype implemented on VirtualBox 1.6.0_OSE reduces the downtime of OS reboots by
at least nearly 78% in our preliminary experiment.
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ZIT, OSDOT—bh¥ =Y 2IZB T, Persistent Virtual Disk 2= > F LWk )
WETHULERD S, 5E¥%S, BIVM E ATy 7Y ay bOREICEIGL 25, BlVM 28
Persistent Virtual Disk FICBREL 27 7 A NVT—F I T7 7R ATELRWARRIED D 2720 T
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Hb, DI FANTAFLERA=—NR=—T U 2 Lol T7 7 ALY AT LD XY IER%E
FTAARAINR=T 4> aviEIy FT5EEI—EETHRMAR, DEEIZZN S DIEHRE X
TYNILRKI TS, 77 ANV AT LDOXIERICERBDH 2 &, BHIZY MY ZEHL
T4 R DEZAEITICEZIAL, 2077, T VM _ET 0S 23kldEhigH I Persistent Virtual
Disk Z<7 ¥ F9 2L, ZORELETH VM _E T4 U % Persistent Virtual Disk (2X9 %
HHBEEI N B UREMEDSH 5. Z D78, Persistent Virtual Disk D=7 > F 3#EH VM D3
fTREEZ Ay 7> ay oLl RICT ) R H 5.

72 & ZIE Linux I28BWT, 5—2A45 4 L2 b Y (/home) % Persistent Virtual Disk (ZF| D 24
T, o F4 L7 PV RBEHEDOKBT 4 R 7 F 74 7ICEH D U TERENEZ S5 S., Linux
A=FNDTy 7TF— &) EEIIE, @, F—274L 7)) LT L T
YPIIZH 5 Linux DA —F )NV =A%y F2EA LT, Linux A—FLDa v ,34 L%
719, Z2LTC, I—=—FNWARX=V% A VAP =)L L LRBICHERZ{T\, 200 —31A
A=V hEETS, FREE T3S OEA, F—2T74 L7 PUDTEERELS
AT H 2RET 7 A N = GtMAALEIT 5. FEFBE, Gentoo Linux 2007.0, Fedora Corel0,
Ubuntu 9.04, CentOS 5.3 ® 3 FHHD Linux 74 A Y Ea—2ary2774)LFTA VA
F—AL7EEDOSEETDOFA A7 T 7 AZHMELLEZS, F—LF 4L 27 FUT
NDT 7R RAFR SN0, ZDI-®, Persistent Virtual Disk Z F— L7 4 L 7 M ITER
FLTHY AT LADOENIZLIED 2>, 2D & 91T Persistent Virtual Disk 2 RET 5 &,
T VM PHEH L T MIfTo7e R =2 T4 L7 Y UANOERHIIWTEINTLE I,
LoL, FEOEET 4L F)VANOEHIITRETH 57290, FEEITS < OIEED OS Tl
T2 5 2 EDHIFETE, 2 —¥13 BackGroundReboot D B E # 7 TE 3,

4.3 VM Cloning DN I TS50 RI X1t

T VM OBBFEHIZ L 2B VM D87 3 —< v 282 T 272012, VM %2 7 %
TITIIVYEIRT (MT, FGZRI)ELLT, VM 7779 F¥ R 7 (BT,
BG ¥ A7) & LTilko T ERZH DY T2, BGYAZ L LTREIS W oz VM
IZIE, FGP AV THIH VM EEFEBAPEL B X ) ICERZE D YT, 29752
ET, HVM ETEEL TWA T FYU = a v D AL—Ty FRIBEE0 S L E<.

INETICFG, BGIAIDAT Y a—) v 737 7V r—yavicyL Tirbh (s
D, BRABRATZY 2 =) v JFE PFHEINTVE, IR EFIHTSZ LT,
T VM B VM OFIfEZ T2 Z L K EREZH DU T2 ENTEL EEZ OGNS, 2
&z Idletime A7 P 2= v 7MW 2HHTEI LT, T4 RATRAIARY ZJ T A ML
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THL B T4 AV WROBEEMITZ 2 ENTES, T4 AZWRIELZ THEAIET 7Y
F—=2avDR7 =2V ARRNEECKIEFTHEENRE LI ENMoNTED, Idletime
AP 2=k o TBGC YAV E2TIITSI LT, FG Y AT DN7 4 —< v A%{L%EH
HlT22ENTESL, 2HI LAY 2—7% VMM IZHAAAR, BLVM LT VM L2 H
HMT22LT, TVMICL 28 VM NDOTHZPI<.

5. % x

REFED 71 b ¥ 4 7% VirtualBox 1.6.0_OSE'™ L2923 | 72, VirtualBox /& x86 7 —
¥77F v ETEET S VMM TH D, BEFOS ICEIEZMA S Z L% EITTES, Vir-
tualBox I VMware Workstation & [{lED 7 —% 7 7 F ¥ ZEH L T\ %, VirtualBox % {7
T5EZITWEHFANOSICH—FNEY 2= LEMAIAL, HA—FNVEZ2—NIFT—LF
AA v F2ITH)IET, ARG ERBUBREZY DR, VM 2813 ¥ 5. K@ T
! VM Cloning & Persistent Virtual Disk D FE#IZ DWW TGRS, F VM @ BG ¥ A2 7 (ki
B L CIRREEEZfT> T3 L 25 TH B,

5.1 VM Cloning

VM Cloning # ¥ T 27: D12, 7’0 ¥ A 7"ClX VirtualBox 242k 2 A F v 7> ay
IS EEBE 2 A L 7. VirtualBox TlE, KT 4 A7 F 74 7D H 2R DIRE% IR
T2, ZRATARI 77 ANEEET D, REL ZORERDIRICE L 728807 1 A
7RI TANOBEFIEDGT 4 A7 7 7 A VIHEFET %, VirtualBox ET, $% VM D 2
FyFvay bERETELE, ETVMOATYNARE2 774 VELTHRET S, 2L T,
VirtualBox (R T4 A7 F 534 7DES T4 A7 7 7 A NVEFHIICAEKT 5. VirtualBox
T, TNFTHAHALTOABET A A7 F 74 7T ERELZ AT YNREZMICL T VM
DAFy 7ay bELTwS, BBLAEAFy 7Y ay FORERZEITLT 212iE, VM D
AEBEYNEZRGE L7 7 AV SHEIGL, TARI P IAL TEESTA AT 7 7 AV %A
B BHNHH L T T4 A7 F o4 TICRET 3. kW RFy Travt %
BUS L 72 VM OREZ IR L Tw 5,

T VM Z4ERT 57912, 78 ¥4 7Tk VM Cloning Z iR L 2R TOH VM O
AFy 7T ay bERIEHT S, VM Cloning 2R % &, £9F VM % VirtwalBox 1288k
T2, R, ABVIA ZARWET 4 A7 FI74 7T Lol VM o= F 7 = 7iEH%
B L CHROMRICT VM 23ET 5. T VM 2Bl ToO8 VM & [AIEROIREE TltE)
T30, BVMDRAFy Fvay bzl T5, VM ZEHTSLEE, +VMODX
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TYNAZEEEPRF LB VM DX B Y NEDBRFEESINT WS 7 7 A Ao I0GL,
VM ICEERE L TO BRI T4 27 F 74 79 RTUTKH L TEDTA A2 7 7 A V2 BT
5, DEPRT LARRETT VM 22872, COX)HI2§52ET, il VM LITE VM
LAMDREZMEDHL, FVM ELTWw2,

BUEDFEETIE, ATy 7> ay MEHZFIAIL Tw 270, 0S DAY ARICHEST
T I LDEL %D EEZSNS, il VM Cloning 23T 5 7:012, H VM & X
€ V% Copy-on-Write B CIA T2 FENEZ SN S, £z, BHEIC VM O a—>
AN T BRI 2 AT 5L T, 6T VI LEHINT S LTE S,

5.2 Persistent Virtual Disk

Persistent Virtual Disk 2 EH T 2 7-012, 70 b ¥ A 7Tl VirtualBox TR I N TV
574 AR ZHR L 72, VirtualBox Tl 3 FHOKME T + X 7 DX Z £ L T3,
Normal 7 4 A 7 & Immutable 74 A7, % L C Write-through 74 A7 CT&% %. Normal 7 4
A7 FHABFEURRT 4 A7 THY, AF vy 7Tay F SHGHRETSH 5. Immutable 7 4
AV T AR HERALZ ~RNREFSTE T4 A7 THS, VM BK@ L T 21,
Immutable 74 A 7 1% Normal T4 A7 DX I IWIRBEE, TAAT ZHRAEET LI ENT
5. L»L, VMWMEILT % L, Immutable 74 A7 ICHEL 7274 A7 EEIALZHIEL,
VM ICEEfE S N B HTDIRIEIZIE B, Write-through 74 A 7 132074 A7 7 7 A WEERT
LIEVTERNTA AT THD, 2D, Write-through 74 A 7 IZHHEZ N7z VM 28
T4 A7 EBERABRZRATLIBRICE, B3 24508 Write-through 74 A 7 IZKI N5 Z
EERBFELTWVS, ZFT 4RI 77 ANEERT 22 LB TE RV, VirtualBox Tl
Write-through 74 A 7 ¥t L TW3 VM D ATy 7> ay b EEET 2 2 ENTE R0,

71 + ¥4 7Tl Persistent Virtual Disk % A F v 7'> av FHUSFHEZ Write-through 7 4
A7 ELTHEEL, 79 b¥ AT ETRFy 7vay PR T % L, Persistent Virtual
Disk DT 4 A2 7 7 A VZAELT % T &7 <, #IC Persistent Virtual Disk % D b D A3 A
FyTTay b L TRESNS, ZD7-®, Persistent Virtual Disk Zfif 272 VM D A F v
7y ay M, WICHFEMIH L T\ B Persistent Virtual Disk Z$69, fER L LT, FOHE
L7cAF vy 7vay FOIREEIC VM 2R L7 &£ &, VM (Z Persistent Virtual Disk % Z ® %
FHEHTZ2DOT, AF vy 7T ay FHEEGHIC Persistent Virtual Disk ~4: U 72 HH AR %Z Z D
VM ETHHITE 5.
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6. ¥ i R B

BackGroundReboot DA Z /R T 7 DIC PEERZ 7o 72, BB CTHO e VIZ 3=
THOZALDOLERLTHS, 70 by A 72FEL 7 VirwalBox ZHKEIS ¥, VM ITIHK
T4 A2 F747&0L7T, 20GB @ Normal 74 A7 & 10 GB ® Write-through 7 4 A 7
ZED LT,

BackGroundReboot %5 OS FHEFH DY ¥ 4 L% BT 5 2 & #7292, Back-
GroundReboot 12 & > T4 U 38 VM DE LK %2 3 L 72, RZETT 0S FHilddhicr
WHIREB/Z2DD4DOD7 2 —AIBWT, RD2ODF A ¥ 7 TH VM ML T 3,
VM Cloning 2479 £ & &, FVM»OHE LA F v 7vay MBI VM OREZET L
ETH D, RERTIX, VMCloning £+ VM »SHF L7 AF v 7Y ay F~DEIEIC &
28 VM o5 IR %2 2N F NG L 72, VM 252 % X €Y E% 256MB, 512 MB, 768
MB EZATHLTWE, 4D 0S ZHWTERZIT> 7%, BH#X 7 OS IE Gentoo Linux
2007.0 (gentoo), centOS 5.3 (cent), Fedora 10 (fedora), % L T Ubuntu 9.04 (ubuntu)
THD, TRXRTUHHES VA= V2T, BEISE 27—V R3EE L Cwihv, £9, 2
nzrEncTueIA vEite, #FilcioN—Yav? Linux A — RV EEEIT % X ) ERE L %,
VM Cloning 217\, T VM 2 FlLdh ¢ 2. BEEETE, VM ORAFy 7> ay P&
BLTC, BVM OREEZEE T2, ZOFIMETH L % VM Cloning, 5 RICAF Y 7vay
FADEITTIHEI B VM O v 5 4 L% REL 72, iR E LC, #EOHEE»HE L 5
UL LBERIL 72, BEREBOBETLS Y4 L ELT, HREESEHEFERNL 26R A
VIHEI SRR IS ETORRIZ G L 72,

MEERAEE 2, 31R” T, 2213 BackGroundReboot IZ Xk > THEL 35 v ¥4 L%RLT
V%, VM Cloning £ VM 225U LA F v 7> ay bADEIRICET 357 v 9 4 4,
BOoRICZDEEZERT, R3FEHFD OS HEBZIToREZDY T VI A LZFL T
%, & DIRETHED 0S HENCHE) 57 v 74 L &HIEL T3 2 EHbh 5, gentoo
DEE, HRENCET 257094 ADBRAKTHNSOMTH 2 DI L, REFETIEISH
DRz v 4 2EIMZ TS, 768MB DX E ) mEEIRL 7z fedora A TH, Fhld
B L 25T v AL L3N 64 BTHZICHL, REFIETEN IS BUAICELEESTE
D, ¥78% DY v A4 LHEEIT> T3,

¥/, £2 kD, 0SIZk>TVMCloning A F» 7Y ay b ~OEICICET 2 REHHE
B EHL, ZNFOS BFHT S A Y BICKRFET S, gentoo DAD OS T, ©
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% 2 BackGroundReboot ICf£S5 5> % 4 In. BackGroundReboot I k> THL 247 v ¥ A4 L%&GHIIL 72, E{&MIZIE, VM Cloning & VM ETH(f$L 7z 2

Fo T 3 b ORI B VM ORI L 7,

525 A VREEHEL 2535 4 FED OS 2B ¥ 7.
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gentoo (second) cent (second) fedora (second) ubuntu (second)
VM IZ#ID 4T A€ YR | VMCloning | SN DIt | &l | VM Cloning | SN ~O G | &dl | VM Cloning | SN ~®OfJt | A&l | VM Cloning | SN ~oft | &l
128 MB 33 1.3 4.6 8.5 3.7 12.2 8.4 34 11.8 8.3 34 11.7
256 MB 3.0 1.3 4.3 13.6 43 17.9 9.4 43 13.7 8.4 35 11.9
768 MB 33 1.3 4.6 12.9 4.9 17.8 9.3 4.9 14.2 8.9 32 12.1

K3 OSHEHRCHESTIVIAL, 0S OHRECL>TEL 287 ¥4 L2FHL L. OS ICHREZ R L
T6u 74 VHIPERINDE EFTICELZKEZ ST VI A 8L LT, GAAXATR)VREELHEL DS 4

B 0S Z B s ¢ /-,

Fyv 7vay FERELT, BEMHLTWS VM DIREERZ ZDRAF v 7L ay hDIREEIC

BIT52ET, ¥V ¥4 L%EEL 2D 0S FEENGE VAR Z S,

VM ICHI D BT A€ Y & gentoo (second) cent (second) fedora (second) ubuntu (second)
128 MB 76.7 130.6 64.3 52.8
256 MB 80.3 134.9 64.6 53.8
768 MB 79.8 146.9 64.6 52.9

TAVRICT Yy 77— FEAR =BT 27 7 A VDF vy a b vol—ERN
EE 270, u /A v LEEZFTXE)MHENHEZ S, 70 %4 7D VM Cloning D
FRII VM DAY NEZ —H7 7 A NVICHEHT720, 0S DXEYHIHEIER 3 &,
ZDWEETET 5, £/, gentoo UMD OS 13KE4 T —E v 5EEIT 570, ZD5)
AEVMHARIMNZ 2. BRELT, ATy 7 ay FORBIEITLT 2720057 — 8 &)
Wz 2701, WTHREROIZ 5.

51T, #3 LD, cent FATVRICHE > THEHCET ZRHPEL L>oTWw3E 2k
DL, ZdUF cent BT — IS, YRATLHAD 7 74 L EFOFryial k) ET 3
BRI T %, readahead.early EWHEN S T—E VD, BEHINT0E XEYHEIC
BT AT LADHHTE7 74 VDF vy > 2 %479, VirtualBox 123> T 1O KAEL
DA =N~y FIFKAR L LTEL, 4, 0SDF vy ¥ 2ERICEDET VMM AT +
F—~_—3 5 — 7 (shadow page table) Z{EK T % 7, EENCHE T 2IGHIRA 25,

7. FEHESERDRE

KL TlE, OS D7 v 77— Mk HEEIDHL 77 v 5 4 L% 8T % Fi%, Back-
GroundReboot #3272, IEFHEIFRME > VEMZIGHT 22 L TOS A— 3L %2E
ET 22 &% OS FHRERBNEES 7 v ¥4 L2 HET 2. BARMICIE, OS FHE#i%D 2

SHOTEELT, BIVM EF VM Z2ZNEFNFG Y A7, BGIAZELTA Y 2 —
VU 7T R RTINS, FHEBICE, ZORTY ) v IORR
EHERT 272012, F+ VM OFHEENC X 28 VM ~NO T2 & T 208N H 5. Fik,
Linux 7217 C7% £, Windows & 2o 7%3H OS ZH\WT, FHBEOT7 v 75— b FHl%2Hw i
EEREIT) VETH 5.
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