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On the Copyright Clearance of Digital Contents Based on
Playback Quality

KouJI FUKUNAGA, " ATSUSHI YAMADA, """ HIrRosHI HosHINO T 7
and TAKASHI OSETO ™" 77

Developments of digital technologies of today have enabled us to play contents
through various devices and to create digital contents easily. In the situation in which
the types of devices and content holders have increased, the copyright clearance have
possibilities to prevent the distribution of digital contents, in case a copyright is cleared
every time the use condition changes. In this paper, we propose a way of copyright
clearance including use conditions based on contents playback quality and a decision
model of playback quality based on qualitative criteria at the time. This model
quantifies playback quality, which is resulted from combinations of devices and
contents, through the criteria, and decides use conditions of contents. With this way of
clearance, the contractual coverage that is closed between content holders and content
distributors is valid for a long period, their burdens of copyright clearance are
decreased, end-users can obtain contents at a quality-based price, and, as a result, we
can expect the promotion of content distribution.
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