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Long Vowel Shortening and Its Relations to Positions and Speech Style |
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Abstract : A study was made on the phenomenon of Japanese long vowel shortening by three ways; [1] Auditory analysis of
recordings of natural discourse, [2] Acoustic analysis of recordings of short sentence reading, and [3] Perception test of synthetic
speech. The result showed that vowel shortening takes place frequently in natural discourse style but not in sentence reading style.
Another finding was that it takes place in the word medial or word final positions but not in the word initial position. A perception
test supported the relation between vowel shortening and its position in the word.
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LONG VOWELS at the end of a word often become short vowels if the same word contains a sequence
of two consonants. Thus : .

gakkoo becomes gakko
kakkoo becomes kakko
hontoo becomes honto
mendoo kusai becomes mendo kusai
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