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Abstract The authors have investigated prosodic features of ironic or sarcastic utterances classifying them
into two classes, light ones and serious ones, according to mental states of the speakers. The previous .
report concludes that light ironies usually show longer duration and steeper increase in f(fundamental
frequency) compared to praising utterances and that most of serious ironies show drastic or at least
moderate decrease in f;. These tendencies, however, are not so clear that they could not be used as
criteria for discriminating these two. The present report proposes classification of ironic utterances
into three categories: first, those perceived as "friendly” expressions, second, sarcastic ” fury-provoking”
remarks and the third, neither of the two. The former two appear to be almost discriminable up to about
" 80% employing the Mahalanobis distance measure on average and the variance of fo in the final mora,
the duration of the final mora, etc.
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