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Collaborative problem solving using Mailing-list

-Analysis of problem solving processes in small groups

Teruo Yamasaki Michiko Nakayama
Osaka University Osaka City University
Faculty of Human Sciences Media Center

In this study, we investigated the process of collaborative problem solving mediated by computer-
network. Subjects were asked to solve "spring problem" collaboratively in a group using Mailing-list in a
week. A group consisted of three subjects, and we analyzed e-mails of five groups. Various strategies were
found in the processes of problem solving. Subjects formed and elaborated the representations of the given
problem by applying known imagery about spring, modifying some attributes to extreme ones, or using
analogies. Subjects also tried to restrict the problem space by specifying relevant knowledge domains. In
addition, we found that important suggestions were made by some subjects in a group in paralle] and they
improved their understanding of the problem through their collaboration.

Lol
FRFHBERCBN TR REREICER Y
%o ZOB BA—AEITTES LRIER®
TTHILHHBLAAZVDTHEH, HED
AEDHH L T—DORER#E L, FHiC
AEGERETIE, RUTDR RN, Fi,
B L CRIEERE Lh-Th, BUICHEES

AEILTENCE D IRS BRI L HB—ATZ
DO TAIRRER IR T UZ LN &V S BIIERD
MEERMELALRNEES DL 230
&2 IS NE RO E R MRENIC BB 1%
BER=THAOH D I LIinanonaeg
BIDNTIE, HROEZOWERE T, &I
EERBREOMEL LT, ThE THACH



EEXNTETWBY 2, ZhiZR LT, A
DRFERRR DA DR E 3R T 5 MBI D
FIETIE. —HOFIS 9 BRIFIE. ZLA
N & 5 RIEARISBREOITRICIE L T E
720 2D UTELAIC £ 2 FIREARAIZEIC L o T
SERTOMEZEM, FR. AF—TLnok
B, HRERTLERZ ST 2 =0ICET
HBIENRENTEEDTH DD FNTIE
%5 UI=BERITER I & DIk i
FINT G, FERICEREEBER L WL 5D T
HDBIMe £z, FNEDENTH ST
AR DBERRIIZ NS ZAVWT YD X
SICHHAINEZDTHA DD

LIAT, BEQALEL—F Ry NT—P
DHEEEDITCHIRIBFEZIREDL SR,
I Ea—F Ry NT—0 BN USRI T
ORI T B SRR R E -
TWb, AKX S LI RineERE LT
2y Ea—¥ 3w NI—7 EN U HRARREE
BEDBIbhd & &, ZITWDR5HEE
FRELERENE LTV A DI DN T, ERITFE
ERWTHE T2 LTHBIRDA
7o

SRR

B, M1LIORT LIS, BRI ESDHE
UT—FHDERIPMEFD 2/5TH 5 2 DDIN%
CEAUCEXORHhEDBLEEE, —HOM
WS DO (HBWEMSD 1) I
RAEDNEEZ L BT, HEILPBLS
BB EED L NS BDTH /. TRO B,
Zo NZhEE HThOMUEREZ S i
VR 2T 5 THERRE] 25
MBEEZDHIEDTE S, Zhid, Clement
D TAWSN=EREDER TH %, Clement i,
TEOMET, &5 5DIXNDHTHIREVD
BEZDEEE, TEEERT ARERIUH
10 NZEEL, Z0OBORERE O o
BT Uz ERIICEENER L0, 78
12X 6.4 405 52 HEL. WU TEIUTLH

BRI o, ARIZETCIE. X 510

& (HD2VIMADD1) THEPEEZIDIL
BRSO MHEEZEDOR R LR,

ELEY.

(i, (Yo 2soiEhaMebyd. SH200dhil, RMIR2LBIHGWLE
T (DOEMBLDOEBO 2@k oThET, 0220 hIZMERY b &>
BLEEH, (DONTEQRIDMTE EARMRIZ R TS TCL & Dy, H2)DMHY
HLDMEDEUNAISD - HIEEBL L el EoMllE Y LERRS
SHDTHBPO BT LHMLTCREEY, REL, hoMEFEE L 2(THLLLD

(A} 12t
% C%%;

X1 SEERICAW-EE



Fhex

WEREIZ. 3ATOMICRD, BFA—)
ERWTAER U hs & — BRI O RAR F IC RI5E
CRRRT AL IROENI=, RIEL. FOHE
REn7=sDaEHRTEH, BRI 7AIVE
UTRA=)VTER U, EBERFRICH -
i MTFOESBRBREBI R o7=,
TRICBELLTVW 282 3ATELES
THRE, FEZ LB 20 E2ERLT
T, HRIZOAOHDOKTY, #hE
TICHBIZELEW, B8REICA—-1 7Y
AMLETIANDFEREEELTTEI B,
WO EIZEBLTLEZ N,

1) BEAE. FRICybI B IR D%E
ERRLTT W,

2) A=)VERLDEDTBIN—T7D AL
WiE. B LBRWTTEW,

3) BHDEDICEPCREPh LN TR E
Wi, GIF % JPG 2 ¥ OWARIRFERTES
CLEBHOHLET,

4) fCHMEPORBRBITONE T, BK
BiZ. SFLBICAIT T, FEOEZ L8
BXEERUETo]

R
SERICEET 2 BRI
BIN—TORERB . ESMEOREL.
MEDSMEORE RSB LTV IREEDHR
&, FIRERRILBRE T4 U= 5ERo BAMRIE I
DNTE LIZTRT, ,
REBIL, V5378, FU—TId-
TEULEDENH o=, ThiZiZ. BNED
T PER VW EBRUMNC ., BF
A—NVEEDERERBIIERETHILMNT
FEARBIIHEILENDI T HREBEBRL
ThaeRBbhd, BERIZ, Hf, K20
A E2—-PERWTHHRHIZEF A —)VDi%
REDPTELIREREDRERIHENS <,
%5 URBRBEICRWEREDR SHIL K
(% 4AN

£1 IN—TTLOEERER

REBINV—-T REW  BH p:6 7

BhE BEB REX
expl 23 15 1
KM 9 3 1
NM 9 7 0
MK 5 5 0
exp2 37 20 2
MT 15 6 0
z8 13 8 2
ON 9 6 0
exp3 20 12 4
uT 10 3 3
Mo 3 3 0
Ni 7 6 1
exp4 17 5 3
H 9 4 3
FY 3 0 0
KH 5 1 0
exp5 14 8 ¢
NT 5 1 0
SD 4 4 0
NF 5 3 0

RO BIMBEOREICERLED.
MEOREZSIALED LTWARERSE
RELMERILIZT S, SBEEERL. 7V
— A TOMEERADRBETRT—DODIGIEY
EZoNDD, expd FIV—TEBROEMO
47 NV—T7TlE. BEEBZLHDLBBRE
BOEIED 4% 5 65%L ¥ %EBITH
D, HBEERZEEERSELTHVEZ L
zAlb¥ %, £z, BUAEMRITEIR
DEREOH (BEHRHBEL) XDl
HBHBMEDRE L2BICEFOSMEHH
ETDLVIREDY—UMEh RSN
Tz,

R

BEIN—TORERR2ITRT,  WUR
HEOEMEE. ThbbEb50iEhn
UOBRENPICEAL T, £ )V—THIE
BLTW2, MUREEOERBIUIE. 774
DBIHTDBERITE L T exp2 & exp3 D
2TN—TDHPERLT NS, LDL, &
DFHBADHT exp2 BEZIz NEhoEX%
EZTHMPIA L) LW S EHMIERS DI



£2 BIN—TOREL

EERTIN—T fUE

SR D RIS

FRQRERVHD 2HEORIOHENSTETNWD, LEDFST, iFhkiEh

HERORIEZZEZTCHHCERIAL. ZZC. FRQOESE2HELTAD L,

HERQFERMZ 2HEOREILHERLEDOCR D, DL E, ERQOERME

EROD8EERE. LENoT, EhE)iIER0)E 8 DEFIORIFES O LR

AEP S, 20ORRCHUDLIZRZOBEFEZIRLEZHODLLEAL
HEROBEEEFEETHITHLHEEMII L OLE L, REETKE

KTBEHEERMIILESDEFE LU, LENDT, EEMNIWADFEENE

expl 2%
WZE 2 2EFNIDRIFEEDERFL
exp2 8%
L
exp3 8 1%
expd 2
B3, 7=, ZOMCEARBICILA TS,
exps 415

BREROEBLLTHD L, TOHPREROEDADEFEEIONS, &

oy BROEDAOREZRZBL DS OEMICHAT 2. LED-T. £ADE
DHDOEFHI, WHIDT S 72BN TERDOTHOEMEZHTILITELWOT,
BREFSTVWIHEORIM2EFBICRLLHCIT2X2=4/FL]2D

B> T VWD, 72, exp3 EREZFDLD
BARITRBOPEHBEL TWEN, LD

T, HPEMEECEL L. m/V—72%
Ty EITNZ TR0,

MRS DAL
XREEERRT 572012, ZMEEZS5Z
SNBSS B HERZ 2. &
ML ThWDRRIERS RV, ZOEBHIZSNE
EPEBICE o ARE UTUTOLS 12
DEHITHILBTED,
- BEBRERADEH
BMEXICEREINTWBEERDS B,
BREARICERYH S L BDNBFED
BRIIFHT LI LT, BERZEZEH
XD, Bl expl & exp3 Tl & H I,

MERRAR ORI, ViZhEERT 2
HEORIIWCHEBTAIEPLE ) &0
SIEEDEEDPRINTWS,
B4 A=V OFH
SMEDPEEIZE > TNBAA—-VEH

WT, BERRICH =M@z AITMA
B BiZIE. BRDBELHLDA A -
PHERORENVEIRDOABLIMUS

EEZ7=D (expl. exp2). MIZEEY %
¥ ZBBNERDA A=V EERDOK
EVWRENROABRBRENhINEER S
(exp2). EWVWIEEDRINTV D,
- oL
MEXHOH2EREMELTEI L
ICk->T, BMERREZERUF =2 3
BATMZ 2, Fl2IE, EREZEEICIK
ELLEDNELED TS (oxpd), T
ANWDERE 1 DIZLTEZD (exps) &
W RBIREBB I b TN S,
-
FEXFOH 2 EREMIELTHDT
e, BMEXORRBICEMLTWED
TR EIZRR D NRY 572 R % 3
L. ZI50HHICL > THERSR
ICH R MEB AR 5. B2, K
FEDotE (exp3) RT—NVORVIAAS
(exps) DFEHDONZ L LTHATH T
%,
ZDEIIT.SMFIIFRLRAERNT,
IR AT TR RS T T o
TW3, UEDOHBOEKERTT NIV %
E3IZRT,



£33 HBAERTTONIE

REERDEEDH
expl
exp3 uT

ol
Bt A A=Y OF|FHOH

KM  @hoiERE- - mELELEOLEEEZTHELLEOIN?
BRRDEREZ. BRD2ELn3 ik iEhQ0EEE,

EROD 25213 T LTk

expl  NM  FROBYHL L RBOHTE, BHRAENG DR HITHE
exp2  ON  BHLELORRRATTIE~EENRENL, AW FIHTEZONS 2WZ B0, &hHAN
WBLSIEEoDTTH .
exp2 MT  FAIEHESELDLLEREIRIZREA AV LEDOTREVEDBHANNZ RS E VDA A —
UROTEH
ML DBl
expd  FY HURRBEEEZICHZ L EREITEERLZEL T LMAZO—ROHEDLSIC22oTI L
T, BICEEFREVWEES L. EENEHAZSO—FOHEDL 31222
expS  NT  GEEBHICEMLLC, BROBEHE 1BV I LIELTELRLVNDOPR?
B|HEDF
exp3 UT  2AKDHEEHBLET. #E& (2) OBXIE (1) O2ETT. $#1& (1) & (2) ORFHD
WXEEZ . ZNZEhOHBIKEICREENET
expS NT T=IVORVIAAEDREH T EMAHZNREDTHEL, 7—NVDELZITES L, AUKE
DAEDFER-TH, BHEIROES (BERICHY) PETIE. BVWIEY, FbAadREN
ZORIANVRETRTCSMEESH AN LESDZZOEEHEHRLTWS
Fovey iZBEERT
BEE 9 2 A EE DR E LT EREDA LN (expl. exp2. exp3)o

HHEBEERT B=DICX 0 & 5 R
DR DERODPERET 5 Lk, *H
TAREBIECBRORE, HRTREBED
RERLIET D 20, ZOMBEORERIC
EOTEETH 5, FlZiL IZhBEDEHEA.
Zh TEE OB UTHRTREROH»
Zzhed TYE) OBEE LTTRV R
TERVWDDERET 2 Lk, HEY2RRE
KRB EAR U FOREE R RS 5 -0
KD, £, RERTCIIEY R 2SR T
LHZLIEFBEUSNTWRDP SRS, Bk
BREBIRD =DICHEET 2 HRES %
METHILIIEMTH D, ZD=8, ¥O
KHEVDLN)VOEREED 2B T 5%
s ank (expl)s

ERIC, BAREZERT 2203 BROD
SO, HEBAICHEARRERAEESEL X

RUERE ORISR & U OFBERRER A

RO & B BRI A I I3z L
EREETH B, LPL. FEHADOHBENRK
BHENTNWE I L ERHURBEIFLHIIE
BICHBATTRE RS - B CHRRTRETH B
CERRIALTDHDEEZZD (expl. expd.
expS). FEHNDHPIHETH LI L %
BRICHMUEMEORZBIET 2 (expl) B
BDH oz DL RGE. SINEIXEE
I % R R REEORIKSEGF L LTRB LT
AV R AR 3 s

HERY ) — 2 DFIF

57NV —TH 3T N—TDBA L H—Fw b
DH—IXR—VDBEEBE Lz, 25 L
HER) V=2 5B IERITED I NV—T



F4 RABETRTTOMIIVE2

BEE § 2 MIFFRIBAEE DB
expl NM
expl NM
€xp2 MT
exp3 uT

PEE LS SVOHER-- DU ANVROTLEI P ?ZNED DS LBERDOTLEIP?
BREVILIADPS LTHLFEBIIADLLSICHATEZSIRL
NEEEZHZDH/ELVS ZECTFAAREPBEEE > TORVWATLEID?
EBETCHBLELS L T225E TAUDE—AV M) 2RBHIAERSBNI LI, ThUD

E—AL b EEBTELTFEE>T—K - - -

HURBBOHKIRM & U OFERER A O
expl MK
EWS T ERroh

exp4 151
exps NF
expl KM

DHPORTLHALTLKETNEWVWS ZERDT, HEVERLRILTRRL, BREUKEZRS,

FHRICHFT DL NS & T, ZARICHELN I ETEBNWERS

FHRIEHEZZ2DH DTN ZERFRTCEDPIERTHRIZLVS 2L RDOTLEID
RICL > T8 FOERZHINT, BEMNIZEINTEI TVWBERIDTTHEIFZTHNE
HIZHBET20REE - XS5 OHBEZLPHDICTHIE, EXORSIPLEDZLPRV--Z5TH

I, (1) E<HRT (2) FHMIZ2MHEICRD

7 PIANVEIRTCSMEESHAALESDEZDEEHERLTND
Fooe ) EHRERERT

FIER LT, Z0FERHOIFIThoEUEE
BI38KTHo7=. LI L, Boh=ER
EEQIDICFIAT AP ONTEIE T IV—
TES>TRELER STV,
expl: AR S/ SN HUOREGEOHEL %
FLELAOHEALPEE L NS EHTE
T ZRLENCE LN T\ L D Bl
TRERE R U,
exp2 : AR S/ O N HUORBEOREE %
AL, Db OmEDOR. FORH
EVERL L 720
exp3 : AR SES N UXRBEORE 2
BAUEDN Z0BEBREREIEER
TET, BEZOLO>RARABH B L
WA TOIHAEB I 2>,
ZDELHIT, FERTIE, BEBICH=2
STNV—TDBEBEIIHNE ) —XEFEL
2o /2. D3 TN—TETANTA 2V H—
2V POHR—LR—VESHEL, TREESR
TERTLIN—TDEELSB L, EF
A=)V LGN REERR T, R
BWICEBRRSBMPHETHI LS V¥ —
2 EADT T LR EDHEMENE NS & B,

IO LAY Y —XDOFAZELTWS L
EZH5N0 %,

2R

SHEAWEIZRMEZ. SmEECE->T
iz b HEERBETH - /=, MUOKRBEIZE
BLEDIR2INV—TDOHTHH. ZhdA
VE—=Zy MR EDHERY) V—Z 5 DIER
WIZEDLDDTH o=, THIZ, FHERFEI
BLTIE. 2027 NV—THHR TR
BERHLEZEZIZVWZ R, ZOXLHICHE
REEEBRT 272010, SMERLBEA
A=Y OFFCEb., B ORL RS
BERAWCHEORSERMR. L LI L
Ulzo E7=, BE T 2HEREEHERELED,
SHEARE R RO RIEOERSREE LTHAEL
EhTBILILoT, BEEMAEARIL L
ST HEEEAONE. DL D REBERE
i, MACLZ2BEEHRTAHALNIZDDE
HEEKNZIZERRSBRNBDTH .85 BA
BT & % FARERR R & AR BRIk & T
R BRI ARIZLEET S, 20—
D& LT, BIRIZERAATORBELGRED



HiIFohs, SMERMCRZZBELERD
BREL UTENT 28181, EACL 208
BRTIEALNRNEDTH D, LA, K
KROBA, EFAFEN I AEDINT &,
BOBRHBE P LEBENEVVRETHLI R
CIZED, SMEHTHLT2BEZ2ENT
LV AEREANEEENERIZE R
hroi=2,

ITC. AEBRTD3ADSNMEIC L B
MR AR — D DORERAR L LT
W28, FITELTHWAELZDEIL
A & 2 IR T A 5 0 D158 & AN
WWIEZNIZFERRSBNVWHDTH 2=, LD
L. &bAA, MERIEBHEZ XD EMICR
AT ERAORERENHFEL CVWDE T
CICHRT A2RL R EATEEI DT
&5, BRERIC. AERTHS N HFEKRE
RULBRE DR E W ODEET %,

AEAR) R AR LA & LT ORE
ERREEDOHH
EERTORBERRER T, SMEER
BB AR R . SR A & D8
KRR U TR 20k, 25 LKA
BEORE, EAPEHANOEBOBERE DS
BENTNBILTH DB, FIZIE. expl T
C L BRRERR DB TREEERADEE
FREE 3 2 MEES ORI E y TMBREED
RS & UCOFBERERNAE) L S5iRE
DPRELZSMEIL>TheNTWBE 7=,

VOB, ESREEIhEE EICZ
DOBOELIBRENEITEHO DY LTE
MORBIZTHEIN 2%V 5, Laughlin et
al Nz X iR, RIS BV
HUERREE D & ARV FHMEREE E TOE
WEELRT LIS,

P EEOSDHOMRIIB I IR ERT, K
KEREEBRDREER 10 AD 5 20 NBEDE
MTRNEHEITIE, SERICE > THRUE
BEOEPZRELLD LS BERMADIO
BINEDSRENE,

exp2 T®, BAET 2HMB RO T TEH
FEAA—VORA ] THEBY) V—2 15 Dt
By OREDPERIBMEICL>TREINT
Wb, BIERIC, exps Tid, TMEUREEDOH]
Kb UTOBERERNA ) & Ml
DROSIMEIZL>TRENTWS, D&
A HLDTN—7TCld, FTER—AD
SMEDPEERIBRETEERRERITLA
EBIRD, L0WH X DIZEEREENEL
DEBEIABMLTBI bbb BA,
FEFRE & BRI T 5 L\ 5 EERFMAENE
EIhTWinEH, 3ADSIE»LR
NEREOEB L UCEDPBEHOSMED S D
ZTHIBBL TN EShEEBT AL
TERN, LAL, REOSBUL, HIcR
FOBOCEDOHER Tl BMEMT
DEEDZEPEBOB A D & O EFLITH
REEERPELCTOE (FIL. Thds
HL3) CLETRBIZHDELTEETH
%o CORICBALTIX, SHBESICRITLT
W DEDH D,

hAREE % U T DB DL

WIEEBEBI RS I LICL D, SMEE
TORBODHEEBLDPEL, 2O LHFER
HFRORIFE B 7= 5 LRI T 2 B
DML H 5. . 2O LS REHD
BIRDPLE U LTH, MBOBH %
BULTESMEORENZOEFNTES L
SEBLUTW2EDZNICESL LN >35S
HZhRG . BFREERROR RN B
550 AEROBESH. £5 LEFIIZNLD
HANEE D, FIZIE exp2 Tik, £3ITH
TLITERIZDNWTON & MT 25202
NFERDAA—UPREIh, FhdiZhiz
DWTOEBERDZ2E>DIT Lo, ¥
7=y expd T, FY B8 TRMO BT O EKLE
UT, E50->THEHR2EDIZREZEZD
g CEMUEOIIN LT, H 27 I,
EREELHEORIDVELRDTERIE



RELTDRIV2H/ETH DL LEHL. Zh
T FY BRIWCTAUELD REMR
My Z28REL. &5 5DIXROHUS
REWDPERDZREBRL R o205
DBHBo TDLIIT, MBMOKE., HEMLIZ
Lo TRIEDEENRE 5 2 & & BFORE
FRRORBETHORRTHB LN BEA D,

EAR O]

A2H =2y b EDRA=) TV &R
WT, BEADHHE L CRIEER T 58182
EEREVICIRET UTeo RIEARUERIZIZ, @A
12X B BRI T A 5N AR & AARDERE
&y A L BEBICREETIER (FIX

&, ERRRERODH. BFHEHEZELTD

BREOBLRE) BRLNE,

J ¥a—¥xy -0 BB LS5
VAT ADEEY AT AANOHEDEE B,
JVEa—YREORR - REZHEIIT
CEDEETH D, HIZIE. AR THES
NEXDITHBADRRZ > EHREPSER S
EREERR IS 2 LITARNRIGIEEIC
THIRTH D, TDL SRR & FiE
KR EZREL. BIRINEHHBOHLER
FET DL RMTHADERELRD SN B,
BEE  AIFEIE. NITT 23— a3y
R FRAT & BB REOHEHED SHIEH
BEITE, SIKRELTHEEZRLET,

51 FSCRR

[1] BEEt (1994) EFBREBRE - L2
HEH 0EBFFR, 37, 367-385.

(2] BEEh (1997) GEOHMERDT #
SLHBRR A AL

[3] Miyaka, N. (1986) Constructive interaction
and the iterative process of understanding.
Cognitive Science, 10, 151-177.

[4] Okada, T. & Simon, H. A (1997)
Collaborative discovery in a scientific
domain. Cognitive Science, 21, 109-146.

(5] Clement, J. (1988) Observed methods for
generating analogies in scientific problem
v solving, Cognitive Science, 563-586.

[6] Laughlin, P. R, VanderStoep, S. W, &
Hollingshead, A. B. (1991) Collective
versus individual induction: Recognition
of truth, rejecton of error, nd collective
information  processing. Journal of

Personality and Social Psychology, 61, 50-

67.



