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Abstract In order to encode notational information into a computer database and analyze it; it is necessary to
define the data format for describing it. Up to the present, a lot of notational data formats have been designed and used.
However, since all previous attempts have both advantages and disadvantages, they have been inadequate for
musicological research. In this study, a notational data format for typical Nagauta music notations, that is, Kojuro
notation and Shamisen-Bunka notation is defined by using XML. In the data format presented in this paper, a device is
first designed suitable for the nagauta notation in which the synchronism between the song part and the shamnisen part
is difficult to recognize. Then a device for rationally describing multiple variants in a piece is designed. These devices are
available for describing pieces that depend mostly on oral transmission and a lot of variants are found in them.
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<!ELEMENT BEIEL EMPTY>
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<!ELEMENT &R (#PCDATA)>
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