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Development of the Notation Software for Koto Tablature
Jo Ito

Department of Literature, Atomi University

Traditional Japanese music was introduced as a compulsory subject to school education in
Japan in April 2002. The Koto is one of the musical instruments. Musical scores for Koto are
often written in a style of notation unique to Koto. Therefore, it is essential to teach pupils
how to read Koto-style musical scores. The author has developed a computer system,

"Koto-Fu Editor", with which pupils could learn and get familiarized to Koto-style musical
scores. "Koto-Fu Editor" has three features: 1. Pupils can create their own musical scores for
Koto on the screen. 2. The system can play music of a given musical score by itself. 3. The
system can convert musical scores into MIDI files. This research shows a new method of

teaching and studying traditional Japanese music.
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