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Extraction of Pricipal Colors from Paintings

Kozaburo Hachimura Shigeru Eiho
Ritsumeikan University - Kyoto University

This paper describes a method for extracting principal color regions and background
color regions from paintings. We used pixel clustering technique in Munsell color space
followed by region merging to obtain region segmented representation of original paintings.
Then we evaluate each region as for the likeliness for backgroind color region as well as
principal color region. Values of evaluation were accumulated color by color, and the color
with high evaluation value were chosen as background and principal colors. We tried the
method on a data set of Japanese traditional paintings. Although the method used here
was rather simple, the processing results were satisfactory. We can use these information
for getting impression factor contained in paintings.
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