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A Contrastive Study on Tones by means of Pitch Contours
in Chinese Language and in Thai Language

Yukie Masuko
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Most of the analyses of tones so far have been done within a framework of one language,
however few have been done cross-linguistically; ones that deal with common features found in some
languages. This study examines the tones of Thai and Chinese by means of extracting and comparing
fundamental frequency of their syllables.

As a result, a stable pattern is found for each tone as shown in figures in this paper. Pitch
patterns for so called "Falling" tone, however, differ between the two languages, which suggests that
there might be differences in the role which the tone plays in the languages. Also differences in the
syllable structure should be taken account of for further researches.

An examination likewise is now being planned concerning Burmese. Successively, hearing

examination using synthesized sound is in preparation.
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