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Japanese kanji characters exhibit variants, which can often be represented by a pair of a traditional and a
simplified variants, sharing the same meaning and pronunciation but distinct in visual forms. Studies have shown
that preference for variants of competent native readers is explained by relative frequencies of the variant pairs
(Yokoyama, 2006). This study investigated the preference for paired variants by second language (L.2) readers of
Japanese with well-established kanji competencies in their first language (L1) and presumably with more
experience with the traditional variants than the simplified counterparts in their L1 orthography. The task for the
participants was to choose either one of the paired variants, supposing that they are type-writing letters in
Japanese, i.e. the L2, addressed to L1 readers of Japanese, which presumably directed their attention to L2 norms.
The participants were junior and senior students, most of whom majored in Japanese at a college in Taiwan. The
data showed both similarity and differences between the participants and L1 readers, possibly reflecting the kanji
experience of the participants both in L1 and 1.2. The simplified variants were generally more preferred, as was
found in L1 studies. These characters were mostly joyo characters, to which the participants were exposed

frequently with explicit instruction in the L2.
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