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Interactive skills in oral and written communication are a prerequisite for successful social and/or academic
achievements. The Japanese educational system, however, has failed to address the task of cultivating such skills
among students so far. Practice of oral presentations and real-time interactions, along with writing extended
passages logically and coherently, should be an integral part of education throughout various levels and subjects of
the school system. Specifically, such training in basic literacy should be emphasized at university liberal arts
classes. Moreover, project management skills in group activities should be considered as focal point of such
cultivation of oral and written communication skills. Group activities are being much more emphasized as
student-centered approach are introduced in classroom and preparing students for possible pitfalls in those activities
should be considered an integral part of those pedagogical approaches. In this article, we discuss why this is
important and how such issues should be tackled.
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