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An Approach for Creating an Abstract by Using Specific Expressions
in Text

Masami Hara Tsuyoshi Kitani Yoshio Eriguchi

Development Headquarters
NTT DATA COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS CORP.

This paper describes a method of generating an abstract by extracting important sentences from the
text. Instead of performing a deep text analysis, field names and specific expressions that usually adress
important information are used. First, fields containing important sentences are chosen by locating filed
names. Then regions in the fields are determined by referring to the rules that define specific phrases to
be included in the abstract. The method is implemented in a prototype system which processes patent
documents. Evaluation results show that the system produces an abstract of good quality in reasonable
processing time. It can be used to help create summaries currently done by human experts.
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