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We frequently find instances in Japanese where the use of particles deviates from the prototypical semantic roles.
What sort of event cognition is involved in expressing grammatical relations between the predicate and the nouns
followed by case particles ga, de, wo, and ni? The speaker recognizes an event generated in the time-space where
causal relations hold among the participating objects. Our assumption is that there is a space where the initial case
roles are given to the nouns, that their relocation takes place in the process of cognition-modifying operations such as
causativization a.ﬁd passivization, and accordinély that particular assignment of the case particles implies the differ-
ence in the speaker's cognition of the event reflected in semantically equivalent or nearly equivalent expressions. In
this paper we propose a case role assignment model that explains dynamic determination of case roles in the derivation
of passive and causative constructions. Consequently, systematic explanation becomes possible for the seemingly
versatile functions of the particles. Specifically, the degrees of agentivity of ga-NP's and recipiency of ni-NP's are
discussed in the causal space in terms of the behavioral patterns of the objects in passivization and causativization.
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