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Description of the Relationships

between the Senses of Polysemeus Nouns
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In our IPAL-BN (IPA Lezicon of Basic Japanese Nouns), usages of nouns are separately described
based on the syntactic and semantic features. We call each of these descriptions a Subentry. Although
conventional japanese dictionaries only enumerate various usages, it is also important to clarify semantic
relations between those usages as well. Thus we propose a method for specifying the kind of relationship
between Subentries, using special stylistic resources such as metaphors, metonymy, and synecdoche. We
discuss how the method can be applied to the nouns included in the IPAL-BN.
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