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In this paper, we apply the Concept Based Query Expansion (Qiu & H.P.Frei, 1993), which is based on
an automatic built similarity thesaurus to two types of Japanese text, namely news paper articles,
actually test colleétion BMIR-J1, and technical manuals. As for Japanese technical manuals, parts of
the manual that are relevant to the input query are retrieved by IR methods. We modify the vector
space mode] based retrieval method by expanding a query with additional terms. Moreover we discard
answers which include not original query terms but only one addtional term. By this modification of
retrieval algorithm, retrieval effectiveness of our method improves recall and precision rates in both

BMIR-J1 and J apanese manuals.
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