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Passage Retrieval Methods Using Window Functions

—A Comparison between the Vector Space Model
and the Density Distribution method—

Hiroyuki Mizuno, Koichi Kise, Keinosuke Matsumoto

In recent years, passage retrieval which is to retrieve appropriate parts of documents has
received attention in the field of document retrieval. In.this report, we focus on passage
retrieval methods based on the simple vector space model and the density distribution of
keywords, both of which employ a window function to obtain passages. Methods based on
the vector space model are an extension of the existing fixed length passage. On the other
hand, methods with the density distribution are to extract passages which densely contain

‘terms in'a query. We compare these two types of methods from theoretical and experimental

viewpoints, and show that they have no significant difference.
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