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A Method of Discriminating Meanings of a
Polysemous Word Based on Results of
Discriminating Examples

Masaya YAMAGUCHI
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Abstract The criterion for discriminating meanings of a polysemous word is essential for the construc-
tion of a semantic lexicon, and is required to be an objective one. In this paper, we propose a method
of acquiring the criterion for discriminating meanings of polysemous word based on results of discrimi-
nating examples by more than one subject. The criterion is used for calculating the similarity between
example clusters in the example clustering algorithm, and is defined as by the probability where a couple
of example clusters would be recognized as the same meaning by the subjects. Qur method allows us
to acquiring the objective criterion without defining the criterion for the discriminations of subjects
in advance. We discriminate examples of Japanese polysemous verbs using the acquired criterion, and
analyze each cluster to evaluate the results.
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