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Abstract

We propose a new method of using multiple documents as evidence with decreased adding to improve the
performance of a question-answering system. Sometimes, the answer to a question may be found in multiple
documents. In such cases, using multiple documents for prediction would generate better answers than using a
single document. Thus, our method employs information from multiple documents by adding the scores of the
candidate answers extracted from the various documents. Because simply adding scores degrades the performance
of question-answering systems, we add scores with decreasing weights to reduce the negative effect of simple
adding. We carried out experiments using the QAC test collection and confirmed the effectiveness of our method
through a statistical test. The degree of improvement by our method was quite large, ranging from 0.05 to 0.14.
These results, and the fact that our method is very simple and easy to use, demonstrate its feasibility and utility

for question-answering systems.
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