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Abstract  In this paper we will suggest that it will be useful for interpreting the message(s) of a
Japanese text to visualize its frequencies of lexical collocations. The visualization is based on MDS. We
explore into the effects of various settings of span. Span is currently considered to be the central
parameter of the notion ”collocation” in that two elements are said to be in collocation when they
cooceur in a certain specified span. It is shown that various settings of the span length do not
significantly affect the final configurations obtained through visualization, when span is defined with
non-lexical, i.e. functinal, elements excluded. The result supports our initial suggestion because the
message of a text we are trying to capture is one of its constant properties.
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