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We present an old threat to the mass media but novel in computer networks —
subliminal messages. Although the issue had been somewhat controversial in the
past, it turns out that during the past decade the advocate of perception without
awareness has been in the mainstream of the research community of psychology,
and research on how it works is in progress. Computer networks have been
traditionally utilised to carry text and binary data. Multimedia communication
has brought about the use of them to transport images and sound as well. The
current applications indicate that the networks are functioning as a new type of
the mass media, so have they come across a new type of threat. We explore the
problem and claim that it is identical to computer virus in the sense that the
information in question includes more than what a receiver is aware of. We show
how the problem of subminal messages fits in the area of steganography and covert
channels, and present ideas on solutions.
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