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Abstract

In Japanese, we have 48902 KANJI characters according to DAIKANWA dictionary
and some more are not in it. The total is over 50000 KANJI characters.

We usually use JIS KANJI code that defines 12136 KANJI characters for writ-
ing/exchanging electronic texts. However, there are many alternative KANJI characters
(same roots, different character but same meaning) in our KANJI characters land.

To express ourselves freely in Japanese, we need to have a good command of alternative
KANJI characters.

When we convert old texts to electronic form, we ought.to preserve the characters in
original text.- However, sometimes we need to convert the characters into present style.
And there are more demands to searching electronic text in regardless of alternative KANJI
characters.

In this paper, we define and classify alternative KANJI character, describe the results
of our examination of alternative KANJI characters in JIS KANJI character code, and
introduce translating system we developed to handle alternative KANJI characters and its
application.
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