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A Supporting Method for XML Document Workflow

- A Method of Supporting XML Document Design for Product Design Support System on the Internet -
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Existing Workflow Systems mainly target fixed office forms such as an account of sails and travelling
expenses, so they can not cope with dynamic engineering forms, such as product specification, whose document
structure changes depending on the document contents. This paper presents a method of supporting XML
document design, in which we design input forms depending on roles in the workflow system by putting
document constraints and document style on its DTD (Document Type Definition). The features of this method
are the following. (1) It can describe DTD unrepresentable constrains, such as "the relation between document
contents and document structure”, "the relation among document contents”, and "the relation between docment
contents and inputted date on the former WEB form" for efficient development of input check functions. (2) It
provides types of the relation between the structure of XML elements and that of table for efficient development
of document style. (3) It can automatically generate forms depending on roles in the workflow system by setting

access authorization for each XML element.
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