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Abstract R - o o l
What are the prospects of an electronic forum in a Japanese organization? In this pape
r, I present several findings from the year long experiment with an electronic forum or
asynchronous conference for a small voluntary virtual group in a Japanese corporatxon B
ased on the feedback from forum members problems were analyzed and arranged to further
exchange ldeas with experts outslde of the “company. I would like to' dlSCuSS some of find
ings under the follownng key items or tOplCS resonance effects of the forum, knowhow tr
ansfer in the forum, logxcal debatlng in the forum forum is a klnd of ’the tlp of the i
ceberg’ . polarization of group, variety of forum 1mages the effect of organlzatxonal cl
imate on the forum, the effect of the forum on the organazational restructurlng, the‘rol

e of a communicator in the forum.
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