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Evaluation of News Value Calculating Method
in a News Digest System

Rie SAWAI Hiroshi SENOO Yoshiaki SHISHIKUI

Science & Technical Research Laboratories, Japan Broadcasting Corporation

In recent years, due to the digitalisation of broadcast and the increase of broadcast channels, the number
of news delivered to the user has multiplied more and more. Additionally, the user’s preference has been
diversifying rapidly. Therefore, authors have been constructing a news digest system extracting only necessary
news topics from some news programns and laying out them in the order of their necessity. The previous works
of creating digests have mainly dealt with estimating the user’s preference accurately, and extracting the
topics adapting to the user’s preference correctly. However, if the users are provided only the topics adapting
to their preferences, they might miss the important information such as hot topics and emergency news.
Consequently, we proposed a method of creating news digests adapting to both the user’s preference and the
news importance. This paper focuses and evaluates the method of calculating news value by comparing the
values which the system calculates to those which the executive editors of news programs judge. From the
evaluation results, it is revealed that the accuracy of the method is more than 80%.
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