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Considerations on the Significance of and the Means for
Protecting Intellectual Property Rights Related to the
Electronic Dissemination of Research Information

Kenji Naemura
Faculty of Environmental Information, Keio University
5322 Endoh, Fujisawa, 252 Japan

Research activities in various fields are experiencing an unprecedented transformation due to
the development and wider use of multimedia and Internet technologies. Noting that these
technologies will drastically facilitate the dissemination of information, some researchers sug-
gest that the fundamentals of the intellectual property right system, which was built on the
premise that intellectual information can be privately owned, should be reconsidered. This
paper recognizes that both copyright and patent right will assume even more importance
in the networked environment. It then discusses some strategies for coping with this sit-
uation. Legislative, technological and human factors should be included in the strategies.
The development of technologies for copyright protection for digital works and for handling
patent-related information, and the planning of an “IPR Awareness Campaign” are some
items that should be on the agenda for the Information Processing Society of Japan.
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