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In this paper, we propose an associative document retrieval method that uses individual composition elements in documents by
a query theme analysis. For each composition element, a query is produced and similar documents are retrieved with the relevance
score. The relevance scores weighted by the importance of the corresponding composition element are integrated to determine
the final relevant documents. We also propose a method for determining the importance of each composition element. We applied
the proposed method to invalidity patent search. This method uses the conventional word frequency value and document-structure
features, such as the preamble and essential portions in patent claim description. We evaluated our proposed method
experimentally using five years worth of Japanese patent documents, and the results showed that our method was effective.
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