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A System for Dictionary Search Using Patent Information
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In Japan, approximately 400,000 patent applications are submitted every year, which contain
knowledge related to various technical fields. Organizing and utilizing human intelligence latent
in patent information are valuable from scientific and industrial points of view. Patent informa-
tion contains new words and technical terms associated with high-technology, and a number of
these terms cannot be found on the World Wide Web. We produced an encyclopedic dictionary
content from 15 years of Japanese unexamined patent applications, in which approximately 1.9
million headwords are indexed. We also implemented a search system to utilize this content.
Users can search for descriptions of a technical term. Users can also research technical terms by
submitting, related terms, synonyms, and natural language questions and viewing related-term

maps.
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