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Geographic information systems (GIS) have the potential to become effective tools in furthering the
exchange of administrative and local area information. However, in light of rdated costs, it would prove
extremely difficult for each organization connected to the GIS to prepare and provide its own spatial data.
Instead, it appears that a system for dispatching and sharing spatial data for the local area is required. This
paper presents our vison of a large-scale GIS system application that provides the structure for a
"clearinghouse” for the distribution of spatial data. This system is based on an analysis of GIS requirements
and the availability of spatial data, which was conducted by a joint effort of related industrial,
administrative, and academic organizations. In addition, our paper also presents the results of the analysis
itself.
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