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Evaluating Conversion-Type Japanese Text Entry Methods
by Comparing Their Keystroke Timing Sequences

Hiroyasu KAKUDA and Jun’ichi TAHARA

The University of Electro-Communications, Department of Computer Science
1-5-1 Chofugaoka, Chofu-shi, Tokyo 182 Japan

Several conversion-type Japanese text entry methods are evaluated by
comparing their keystroke timing sequences. This paper describes three
experiments on continuously typing and separating-text—into-words typing
("wakachigaki” in Japanese) with several sorts of separators. The data
analysis of the experiments leads the following conclusions. (1) Total
input. time of continuously typing is shorter than that of wakachigaki
typing, but the difference is only less than the average key typing time
times the total number of separating. (2) In case of separating text into
words, the more sorts of separators, the more total typing time. (3) The

postfix command to separate text into words is faster to type than the

prefix one.
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