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Cooperation in Pace: Electronic Reading Circle

Youji Kohda
" International Institute for Advanced Study of
Social Information Science
FUJITSU LABORATORIES LTD.
1-17-25 Shinkamata, Ota-ku, Tokyo 144, Japan

We consider a computer-supported reading circle, which has a purpose for all
the participants of the circle to understand book contents. The “electronic” read-
ing circle should have coordination mechanisms to facilitate cooperation in pace.
Every comment of each participant is recorded; participants in slow pace are rec-
ommended to read the comments to speed up their reading. Every question of
each participant is opened to the other participants; participants going fast have
chance to understand the book contents more thoroughly through answering the
questions, and to slow down their reading.
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Currently, workstations with “desktops” are built on what is KNOWN as direct maniputation intertaces
- (om1). Every tunction on such computer screens is manipulated evenly in om1. The uniform spasia
disposition ensures direct screen manipulation but may also produce a plethora of information that makes the screen
unmanageable. The iemimeaningful interface (sm) assigns priorities to screen functions based on appearance,
which is not necessarily related to e actual nature of the funciion involved. sm1 prioritizes
functions to Delp usefs make quick, appropriate ChOICES from a number of possibilities. SMI is intended to

complement DMI and ca;| be Sa,fely deleted by l‘emoving assigned priorities.
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