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In this paper we investigate the functional, design, and performance aspects of three
user-space commutication subsystems, AM, FM, and VMMC on a cluster of high-end PCs
connected with Myrinet network. In addition, PM is also put to the comparison of functional
and design aspects. AM implements a request/reply model, FM and PM are more like the
traditional message passing, and VMMC uses memory mappings between virtual address
spaces for direct data deposit. All three communication systems have very low latency for
small messages, but VMMC achieves higher bandwidth than AM and FM by avoiding P10
and data copying.

1Email: {konishi,soichiro}@ccm.cl.nec.co.jp, {bilas,dubnicki}@cs.princeton.edu,

{edler,philbin}@research.nj.nec.com



1 @JUsHIC

TBEOT L ¥ ¥ — 72— A2 FOHMK Gi-
gabit v b7 —2 Myrinet VT, ThET
KA TEBET A 77 IFERERTV S, T
TiE. Active Messages(AM)[1], Illinois Fast
Messages(FM)[6], 5 X T Virtual Memory-Mapped
Communication(VMMC)[5] Diae & AL DR
DWLEBEREL., 512 PM[3]ic2wT ikt
BE{TH, HlLE:, LECKLTEESHIE
HETV, TRTOT 175 £ F—-FETRE (PC
/ AT B L LINUX) TEITLERIZE S,

AROWMRIID. TO@EY Th 5. KEIT Myrinet
OMELBRL, TR, 9477 OB
LERFRDEBVERRS, 4HiTIRHEBEHED
HMEERETT. TLTRRETERERY,

2 Myrinet

Myrinet 3O—A Vv xY 7% v F7—2 (LAN)
BLLRYRAFLIY TRy F7—2 (SAN) TH
5, SANRZIAY X—EfRCNBFERETLF
TOEvHIATFLLREDY AT LIEBRICHVE
Ry PI—-2EY. ETEORFMF Y RNE
REL, F¥ IND—HHD /Y FERIZ 1.28Gbit/s
(160MB/s) TH 2, BHFD FHFOT—13h {, 4,8,
BOL 16 K= DAL v FREFICHEHELTHY
5, A4 v FHIEIORNTHD, £V V787
D—HiShTnd, V—F1 ¥ IERIZ. #E
TEHREST Y M~y FELTE LB,

J = F10/32

OMA] Myrinet
I O—ANINA

ADF xRN
HHF RN

Myrinetd» P =248 =7 x—A

1: Myrinet 2 v b7 =24 ¥ —7x—2A

B kv b= 49—72—-2A0HH%E
®¥o LANai FHENR 270X v 4L, SRAM,
3OODMAZYY Y, BIUFINLZ#RT—
HWISAHS %D, LANai DL IRy O—#h

£ U SRAM &z, /—Fo7Soxy 4oy

B7FLAZREICwy 73 TEY, /—FD7

U+ v 43 programmed 10 (PIO) & L TEH:H

AFETLILNTESL, DMA ¥V Vit LANai
Lo TREIEN, 5b—2i, /—-FOXEY

& LANai SRAM OfioR FH7T— 5 E%%, B

YOO ERETRSRAM 254 v b T—2~,

BIURY b7—255 SRAMADOF— ¥ 5%

%179, LANai 2% v b 7—2 123 L DMA 2k

STHEETF-7EEZBTHILLTES,

3 Myrinet L& 352 —Y—LANIE(E

FiBET 477 ) RERETREEO L,
ID3b, -F—-TUTSLILRRE, 4V
Y—7xz—A0HHIR, IS4 7 VEAFOLDOT
HoH, ABOEEHFRIR. 477 OED
MOBETCHY, AL 475 OO TIEE
(B TVTHBRLL RV,

AEHTRETA 75 OEBOBEERS,
RUBIFIATIVOAEBROEL BV ZRT., B
W, —F-DoEERZ HBEOEVEHRHA
L. ¥0%4SEEsRICBIT2EEFADEN
%<3, LT, AM, FM, VMMC 22\ Ti4
BB EEEFRIBIT2RVEERD, FED
iCiEl¥, AM ¥, LANai Active Messages release
0.99pl 14, FM it, FM2.0 ic&£5<, ¥/, &
EIICRD. b5 —oD@fET 4 73 PM[3] 2D
WTHERT %,

3.1 AR

LFoMizes 4770 cELTVwE, %E
MEIZPE o TRE%EDMTOR BT L, Myrinet 2EL
(BT AR, AvE—TJOBBEMMEESRT
VwaZk, ERALSTIR, KEZEBVEDHSE, L
T. 747790 APL HEOF v F VO H—
b, 70-HEOFEICOVTHENS,

'3.1.1 API

AM DB, EAMC RS IE0MH L

(RPC) TH 2, BERLEEDZDDRA v —TH

PLEREET, BAvE—JR, Bl AvE-T
NYFIDTFLAEED, SEMEE-Y T
EFHO, FXTHE LAY E—VONVFID
EITET.

FMIAM)I—Af V& —Tx—RE W) %



F1: BESAT7TY) Ok d L UEEOHE

S 1 b N I R
V=74 g
:II:II }i{ic;/ :: ::: %\'ET:B: ::::: ‘Eg'm;ll.\:y/lAE;E_
B ZEMDMA L 3Y-
vae | maw | A% | ow fo T sl | o)
PM | 2ve=v | @ | &Y %gaiﬁ %53; W DMA

DAPLIZY ), —2D Ay -T2 EEOERD
EBOREDF—YRDPOBRTHILNTE S,
ZEPATEL, —DORXvE—TVEEBORLOE
BEoEBOMF A TRIFLHILNTE S,

ZEMIE-) Y TEFV, Xy E—YOEFED
HEFRBRERLBETAYvE-IUNYF5ER
BTs, A9 =NV FIRAvE—-THa—
F=sy 77 ) BT RBEET) A, LELET—
IRFTEBOTWRITRE, oy s L, kELL
BoR—) v 7ORICHERH SR, LEBEEERT
B, N FIOFTIR, RENTELVEEND
720, MEIGEEZET DI, "y F30
MR ESTLEND S,

VMMC 2 & 55881, v e—J@ER Tk
{, AT H %A% (RMW) Th2, 57
Ot AHARELRET FLAREDOERIC,
NOTOELANF—-Y 2EXT 5, BEO/OL
AREXEDWICARERE Al T5LE2S
. P REORII, TEMCY2HRME
ZREBERTETHZ, ARFIRI LIZE (no-
tification) N F7Z2EETHILMNTE, %E
B, F— Y EAFIINYFIREYTIALD
PEBIRTE 2,

PM O API Ofitit, A v =V Aolv A
FLANy Ty e—F—AML, TIEAEH
TILThHD, F—IEVRFLINY T ThOH
DTL—F =)y 77i2aC=F 230 E3D0Y
Wiz, 2—=¥—707F5 L5475, HEMIT, %
BRVATFANY 77O ) BTEDIT, Oy
TP F-3 2 EEAATREET 2, SEMIZY
AFLANY T T A0 Ave—T%ZiFL Y,
WRABDIAFLINY 77 &8T5,

HABFr2

AM,FM i3, F—/— FEOHKDO TOL R A
FE IR AT 2 LIk TE RV, VMMC Ti,
F—/—FLoWED 7O, ththii
AoMERERAVIE, #T7LCEBEITIZL
HTEbH, PM ZEROF ¥ A VEFHE-PL,
FRFRNVDIVFIRAEBRETT AFR
%jy%ﬁt’g-a o

70-%5

AM, FM, PM W Fh b 7o0-H@ 247,
VMMC i RMW T3 b, ZEHNRZEHINE
DRBEAT) D2 FOLEN 2w, 70—
MLRETH L,

3.2 EEAHAX

EEFRITML TR, WFhbz—H—L~)
BEEITIESREBLTVS, Thabb, 2—¥—
FOE ANV AF LI~ bTEE Myrinet
KF— 5 ORFEEEAT 5, T2, HDARICEK
Z3Ay—-VHEOBREZITOT, 2—¥—-7n
EANE—Y VT TCAyvE—IDOFBFERET 5,
ZRIZED, avF 2RO BRLOF — K-~y
FzEBEL, TS0y Y2 F—yEL0EHLL
WlRLTWw2, ,

¥D9479Y % LANai SRAM Lk v b7 —
IOBMOEEEFEICDMAI YTV TITH, Th
14, LANai 2£{ DA XY b izFABICHRT 2
LEFHY, BEDANRY FOREEXFo72Y,
B > 2RBIIESTIRMWNENDTH S,

BT, 5473V LIckE{ 825, 3v b
7 BERE., 7o-H#@, 2—¥F—-nv77 -
LANai SRAM i 7 — ¥ % I 0V TR 5,



Z v b7 — 7 HRRH

¥0I4790 %, kv bI-sEREREL

P77 ANELI-F -5 DLENH DN, L
ABRICHTA IV DRELRBOHD B,
AM TR, V=F 4 v 7T XTRATHLEN
» 595,
A BB E R L T EROR % £
T5., FM Tid, A4 vF 2B &+ 58Kk
k52 50BN H, TNIILBHNER KIS
A5, BERIBEIIH R — P ShTWwiW,

VMMC i, 2y + =20/ - FHVA M 21~

F—2E52BL, Fv 7 BRORMEE AR
B S5, PM Tk, V228 248
Bk 77 A VE2a—F—FBET S, BBHKRE
BRI R~ P Eh Ty,

JO—8I8

AM EFM i3, 70 AMBEICENT £
FTOXABIHALZ: (Lo TEYATFLTR
T AROBRICLAT 2) RO/ 77 2RV
2HME b= B ERVS, PM X, BEK
ACK/NACK ®I# [3]ick o T, 7utA%ick
AT BRr— 770 —-H@%ETd,

J—FK . Myrinet M7 — 2 &%

RO & S, Myrinet i3 /—=FDRAEY &
FvF7—=24v5—7x—2 LD SRAM O
DERJRFERE LT, PK)&DMAw_Eﬂ&m
%LT\I‘ZJ:

/—F@i%ULH?%DMAfu W®TF
VARRETILENSH S, —RICTFLAER
BYAFLIA-NVELBEETE, £#{D2—¥F~—
LARLVEBET A 75 Tk, F—yEkkicED
SAFAI-NETISLERITIBD, KOX
IBAREAVE, 71477 oo, ¥
AFLI=NICE N R=T Y TERE LAV AT
LSy Ty RBT, FONy 7y DEEENLY
B7 FLRAELI—#—LRVICERLTEL &
DEEENLY AF LNy 77 2aE=-TOY Y
EREE, BEBIE, 1-¥—y 77 hbTE-
Oy ricF¥—s%—Ha¥-L, a¥-7oy
2 OWAT FLA%{EEL T, LANaiiZ DMA %
Tib¥s, ZEMO LANai bBEVAF=5 %3
¥—70y 7I2DMAE#L. Ehi 85I/ -
FOCPUHKIE =TTy sy hba—d—riy 77
I2a¥—%5, 4

mapper £V V- AAHEEBESRTED.

AM i}, $EOFMETE, EEFRORL LT
BROEAZREE AV amrequest_4() i,
47— FOF— 3 (RBTHLOT, EERSE
BEBIZPIO 2fiVd, 77V r—a VidEE
+R&5— % % an_request_4() |25 I# & LT
T LIMoT, FHOLI Ay 2> RISC =

T UTIR, HLDOBAFIEN LTRSS LANaI

SRAM (CE#E%ENh 5, amstore() I3, X
4KB ETONV I F—5 2 EETHLOT, %E
MEEME e, 2—-¥F—-NRy7rLka¥-7TOy
yOMoa-t, a¥—7ov 7ilxi+%5DMA
FRVAN, Ave-—YOAy FIIEENSER
W5 T PIO THRAEE T2,

FM &, %EMTIX, / — FO CPU #fL—F—
3y 7 7H 6 LANai SRAM 12 PIO &£ %2179,
ZEFHTIR, a¥—70y 2AODMA &, a¥—
TRy IS L=F =1y TP NDIE -7,

VMMC Tit, IRy e—=IDAH%EEFEHTPIO
iV, FRUSOBEIE. XEEIEML b2
F—¥v 77+ 2 DMA 2BV %, EEHD
2—-H—s8y 7 P X E AR, ZEMIAHE
I2O0S 2HLTAR=TJ 72 ELELTYET FL
AZEEL, WAERT FLAOWIEE 21— —
ZRcF vy vaTd, BERML-F-1Rv 77
REROYEABYBEFESRZVI S, BE
FTHER-VHIZIZERERIT, LBIEL. £
BELAR=TI BN T 5,

PM i, EEMZEML L, YAFLNYTT
ix+% DMA 2 fv: 5, PM @ API Tit, 21—
=Ny 7P LV AFANy 7y BOERIE, &
BB SICDAL—F =T,

4 MEEERME
P, SEEEE 2R,
KAREEE A vt— Y ORMFEREOL,

YT Rz PH—=Ay K J—FO CPU 5%
EBIUZROLDICT ) ABOREREE

Bt BEMA—N—Av FIRE]KHEFET
BELE,

ﬁ'ﬁl“]ﬂfiﬂz Fig —X—T, H‘jiﬂ%') -k
BHEL, HFEPLOBRBEFLTICA YL
VEXBBOSY NI,

4.1 wtﬁm



Host-Myrinet Bandwidths

140
120 | PIO write ~—
. ;. -PlO read ~—
—~ 100 | H2N DMA--p-.
. | N2HOMA ~—
1.
]
20 ’v’_
L el
4 16 B4 258 1k 4k 16k 64k
. message size(bytes)

2: Myrinet - 7 — FRE®R D/ Fig

ik, Myrinet 12X 3, 16 BHE®. PC

2I9AYERW, %/ —FiX, 200MHz Pentium

Pro, 512KB Z:R#* v v ¥ =, 440FX(Natoma)

Fv 7y b, ALY 128MB 4. LINUX2.0
2ETTS, Myrinet D%y b7 =245 —7x—

A2k, PCI T, 256KB @ SRAM & LANai
4.1 7oy HEFOREAVE, 16 /—Fx#
MY DD, 8R—PFDRLvF 4%, Tho
DALy FRTRELTHEMEARTET X I 2H
EiCHEHEL, 8AL v Fi24 /7 -F2ER L,

Memory Copy Bandwidths

b e
U20 copy -+ .»-""

g -
= r
< 200 P Vs
§ wol
4
100 b ¥
/

16 64 256 1k 4k 16k - B4k
message size{bytes)

3: AN IE—DNYFIF

B2, $mAvAB%csirs, PIOBLY
DMA (2X 3 LANai SRAM £ 21— FOXEY D
BOE%EN Y FIBZRT. HINDMA 2%/ — F 2
E®Yd 5 SRAM A, N2H %0 D DMA T
%, DMA ©O3Y FISIZBAT PCI /S ADEEE#E
EEQD LR 133MB/s( 2 @ v 2 33MHz * 32 bits)
EERLTEY, —~—JHY (4KB) 2 Hifr e+
BEHETH 100MB/s 2R T. PIO Tit, &AM
LR 8MB/s L%\, L L 256byte BT
T PIO T & 2% XAA412 DMA X b,

B 32, SEAVARETO, a¥-Tuy s
La—H—y 7 rEOa¥ -1y FELTRT,
VU BEEDNAEYEIV—T. D2U. U2D i
FhFTha—-70y 7 »o@BERARN, BEHE
Bhba¥—7suy rA0a¥—-%RT, €=
7Oy 7EFr v iatkdTwalD, HER
AT 25MB/s, LTIt 15MB/s BEDI >
FIELA%ZV, Z0/=H, a¥—-Foy s iRV
ZARTIX. €=Uy 2 DRXARY Y FEH
BEEEOHBE 25,

42 AERR

4ICHERENE T, MR EMLZERD
A==~y FO&R L, F6icHAREERO/S
v FiEETRT, .

FM iL:5E 0 PIO ZEH DMA & v ) vt
DA Ave—VABEEZEML TV S,

AM /N w2~ JERIC BT 5BEEEB &
U —5—~y FHEn, chid, AM °ZEH
PIO 2o TEH, #0O1Y FIEXSHEOHIER
WTROTEN:D,

VMMC ixfic k& %% % 23T 100MB/s 8D
NYFEETR L. SRIZAEY I —Hh0E
LOHBRTH B, Tlhd—r8—~y FHflIcH~<
TSV, TRIGIFLALORE% LANai i2F
HTV3E L, BIUZEBEAOLEIFEL W
1ThHE, :

5 &bHYIC

Myrinet Z iV /:43@$H2 3 20D@EE I 77
JiZzowT, E0BEL R BIL, AM IR
RPCRDA ¥ ¥ —~7x—A%HFL, v +7—2%
BEOBIRHATTE 24, 2OEEFANSE
OMERIEICAM & 272, HiEIEMBICERSE S
oo FMBEAMY—L4 V95 —2x—A%iEL
L. A2y = VAR IIGERBE, 4 -5
Ay FEBITNEVY, Ny FIORBOEEH
PHTHDH, VMMC1E, —F—ny 77iZx¢
THHZEDMAERICEY, XY FETHICKS
BN, TLEBOF Y FVEIBETE DN, API
PELANR D, flickR7o sk
K&,

SEOBECHCAEO FM LRz, 1)/
ARFFM OFRERRE L. CORTIIAEN
TOPIODF v v ¥ 2E—F#% Uncached 5
Write Combining (WC) [2] 222, $7:. 28



bandwidths(MB/s) overheads(microsec) ovarheads(microsec)

bandwidths(MB/s)

Half Round-trip Time
VMMC —~— "
FM
AM(store) e
AM(requast) -«
100
10
4 18 64 258 1k 4k
message size(byles)
B 4: KE R e
Overheads
1000
100
104
1
4 18 64 258 1k Ak
message size(bytes)
B 5 A==z F
Unidirectional Bandwidths
120 s
100
80
60
40
20
.‘aﬂ .

[}
4 16 84 256 1k 4k 16k 64k 258k 1M 4M
message size(bytes)

X 6: EAHMNY FIg

Unidirectional Bandwidths

]
4 16 64 256 1tk 4k 16k 84k 256k 1M 4M
message size(byles)

B 7: WCH AM, FM @3 Fig

MO —TO0v I DFry a2 HHTHS
LT, N FBERKBIIEELTVS, TOKD
HMEREL, ALFEZEHAL: AMOBRLE
DETRTICRT, LHL. VMMC O/8> FIgic
BEATWEREV, TOZLIRAEY)I¥—DEHE
DEEHLWDTRT,

PMiZVAFLSy 77 EBREMICZ—F—IC
bbb LLEF Y RANVOFR—- 28R ET
5, SEHEREZBIE L kb odt, BV AR (8] A°
HEENTVD, 4%, PMIEDSVWTHR—-T5 v
F7 =22 X BFMEITVAV,

BER

[1] T.Eicken, D. Culler, S. Goldstein, and K.
Schauser, Active Messages: a mechanism
Jor inlegrated communication and compu-
tation, Proc. 19th Annual Symposium on
Computer Architecture, pp 256-266, May
1992.

[2] Intel, Pentium(R) Pro Family Developer’s
Manual, Vol. 3: Operating System Writer’s
Guide, December 1995.

[3] H. Tezuka, A. Hori, and Y. Ishikawa. PM:
a high-performance communication library
for mulli-user parallel environments, RWC
Technical Report TR-96015, 1996.

{4] D. Culler, L. Liu, R. P. Martin, and C.
Yoshikawa, LogP performance assesment of
fast network tnierfaces, IEEE Micro, 1996.

[6] C. Dubnicki, L. Iftode, E. Felten, and K. Li,
Software support for virtual memory-mapped
communication, Proc. IPPS 96, 1996

[6] Scott Pakin, Vijay Karamcheti, and Andrew
A. Chien, Fast Messages: Efficient, Poriable
Commaunication for Workstation Clusters and
MPPs, IEEE Concurrency, Vol. 5, No. 2,
1997.

[T} Myricom Home Page, http://wuw.myri.com

[8] PM: High-Performance Communication Li-
brary, http://wuw.rwcp.or. jp/lab/pdslab
/pm/home. html '



