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Abstract: Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) was a philosopher who created his own concepts such as “general
will” through writing his works such as The Social Contract. To study Rousseau's philosophy, it is necessary to
consider and analyse his process of writing manuscript as a process of concept creation. The aim of our project is
to create a digital critical genetic edition of Rousseau's manuscript writing process. In this paper, at first, after a
brief survey of the history of studies of Rousseau's manuscripts, we explain why a digital critical genetic edition
is needed in this field. Then, we detail our method of the transcription of Rousseau’s manuscripts, the TEI elements
and its attributes used to realise this transcription and finally the method of its visualisation in the browser.
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