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Typification of Endings in Modern Ghost Stories and Comparative Analysis of

Story Structure and Characteristics of Ghosts
Shoki Ohta / Hajime Murai (Future University Hakodate)

Abstract: Since ancient times, people have been describing strange events around them as ghosts and telling them
as ghost stories. Research on ghost stories has likewise been conducted for a long time. In this study, in order to
clarify the various characteristics of ghost stories, we categorized the endings and compared the story structure
and the characteristics of the ghosts that appear in each categorized work. First, we attempted to categorize the
endings by using hierarchical clustering. Next, we used the chi-square test, N-gram statistics, and factor analysis
for the comparative analysis of the categorized works. As a result, three main types of endings were obtained.
Furthermore, the comparative analysis confirmed that each type of ending differed in terms of narrative structure
and characteristics of the ghost.

Keywords: ghost Story, Typification, Chi-square Test, Factor Analysis, Clustering
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