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New speaker information added to Heian literary works in the Corpus of

Historical Japanese and its case study
Ayano Takeuchi / Takenori Nakamura/ Toshinobu Ogiso
(National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics)

Abstract: The National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics has released new speaker information
for 15 out of 16 kana literary works of the Heian Period Series within the Corpus of Historical Japanese. The
previous version of the corpus also contained the speaker information, yet it was only provided to a limited portion
of characters' words in a few of the kana literary works. This new speaker information, however, has been added
to characters’ words including utterances, inner speech and short poems throughout each work, which makes it
possible to thoroughly investigate characters’ words. In this research, utilizing the new speaker information, we
investigate characters’ words in The Tale of Genji by using correspondence analysis, which shows relative
tendencies in the use of emotive adjectives among characters in the tale.
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