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An Interpretivist Research Using Text Mining
Techniques: A Case Study of Twitter Discourse
Analysis

JUNYA KOBAYASHI®

Abstract: In this presentation, | will discuss how text mining techniques can be used to conduct interpretivist
research on vegan discourse on Twitter, focusing on posts by vegan practitioners. My current major is cultural
anthropology, and in my undergraduate thesis, | used Twitter API and JavaScript for scraping to automatically
collect all recent posts from Twitter by a specific number of accounts, as well as replies and quoted retweets to those
posts. However, | did not use advanced techniques such as morphological analysis but read the collected text and
treated it as narrative data. In this paper, | extend this approach and discuss how qualitative analysis and quantitative
extraction of research objects using more advanced text mining techniques can be applied to major research
methodologies in anthropology, and ethnography.
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