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Shibusawa Eiichi Photograph: A Crowdsourced Annotation Platform for

Shibusawa’s Denki shiryo
Yuta Hashimoto (National Museum of Japanese History) Boyoung Kim (Shibusawa Eiichi Memorial
Foundation) Satoru Nakamura (University of Tokyo) Sayaka Inoue / Toru Shigehara (Shibusawa Eiichi
Memorial Foundation) Kiyonori Nagasaki (International Institute for Digital Humanities)

Abstract: Although the digitization of modern photographic material has been acerating, it is essential for the
effective use of these materials to digitize the semantic information such as the location where the picture was
taken and the name of the person photographed. In this study, we have developed “Shibusawa Eiichi Photograph”,
a crowd-annotation system that aims to annotate over 700 pictures included in the supplementary volume 10 of
Shibusawa Eiichi Denki Shiryo. This system supports the tagging of people in photographs, identification of
locations where photographs were taken, transcription of textual information, uploading of related photographs,
and registration of bibliographic information. The system is designed according to a pedagogical method called
"collaborative learning" to enable crowd annotation through citizen participation.
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