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Sonification of Unvisited Web Pages by “Query Sensors”

SUNGYONG KiMm ,+ KAZUTOSHI SUMIYA ,t and KATSUMI TANAKAt

Usually, the Web navigation is achieved by clicking an anchor, and the information of the
anchor’s destination page is then obtained. There is no way to know in advance the content
of the destination page until navigating the hyperlink. It is, however, possible to obtain a
certain kind of metadata of those destination pages by using search engine such as Google
etc. For example, those search engines can return the number of Web pages having a specified
keyword, or the number of URLs pointing to a specific Web page. These metadata about the
destination pages can be obtained by using search engines before clicking the corresponding
anchors. These metadata are useful for a user to determine whether or not he should click
the anchor actually. In this paper, we propose a method for searching and presenting those
metadata of unvisited Web pages before clicking. The searched metadata is sonificated, and
presented as non-speech audio. We also describe the benefits of the sonification for Web
navigation and our prototype system.
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