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Construction of e portfolio system
for supporting autonomous language learning
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Abstract: Under such language study environments as in Japan where people have little chances in their daily
lives to use languages other than the mother tongue, self-learning of foreign languages out of classes has more
significance. At our university, where we have introduced language lounge and e-learning, only some enthusiastic
students with high motivation for learning are utilizing such facilities. Autonomous learning is essential in
language study so much so that teachers for first learners of foreign languages embarked on formulating a portfolio
to accumulate daily cultural experiences on paper media as an approach to enhancing motivation. However,
turning the portfolio cycle encountered difficulties due to the nature of paper media, resulting from inadvertent
failure in recording and providing limited reflection through accumulated records. Therefore, an alternative
e-portfolio system has been structured that allows for accumulating daily cultural experiences and reflection

readily by means of smart phones.
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