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Small and Low Powered Tags
Read by ToF-based Depth Sensing Camera
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Abstract: The depth sensing cameras based on Time-of-Flight give an additional dimension to regular RGB
images. It has been already equipped on the smartphone and we assume that the depth sensing cameras will
become ubiquitous devices. Active tags with liquid crystal shutters and retroreflectors that are read by the
depth sensing camera are proposed. The tags are small and low-powered, have a wide readable range and
little impact on the environments. The experiments using several prototypes confirmed that the small tag
was successfully read at 8 m and its power consumption was about 1.5 uW. The proposed tag system will be
effective to build a practical ubiquitous computing environment.
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- Reflected light “Scattered light
, AN/
| Retroreflector Retroreflector |

1 PDLC #°ON (/) & OFF () ok &0\, PDLC #°
ONODLE, WHDERILIE->ED LR 2275, OFF Ok &
IEFEFRIER 2 2 (RER). BEWAELL TV 254,
PDLC # {272 1213 ON T) OFF Th Wz lddhF Y
b bRV, WEOWRY v v ¥ Tld OFF O & X 12iER
Mhbhs (PEK). RET L5 7OMETH S PDLC &
PRSI 2 Ml E D78, ON @ & 2Dt
IR S (FER). %8, KXIE PDLC BLURESY 70
WEEELIDDOTHY, TTAN AT THRE LI L EORKT
3 5 TR

Fig. 1 PDLC operation. The left figures correspond to ON

state (transparent), the right OFF state (scattering).
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T LR EOBENRIBEREIRR LT AZ L TE S,

MO TEICIEIRESY Z7 O AR L7, )3T
572912, KTIE PDLC & fHR MR o [ 22 % 7%
FTWB2S, EROY 7Tkl Id#EMmL Cwb. PDLC
AYON D & EEENIEAEIRICE 5 2%, OFF O & &2
X PDLC T2 LT 22 L 25728, SHIZES G
TS bThetis.

PDLC 3%V OBLETHE S5 2 L AL nws, ¥ 7
T 5 2L ER L EREELIIENTILEE L.,
ZZTC, Ny 7Y THERETE L ELER O PDLC* %
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Fig. 2 Optical characteristics of the PDLC used in the tag.
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M3 wiiva by A7 Ers, VFvLaaf L ER, TEVT 7
AKBEM, HiE&E ) a2 KR CHRE§ 2
Fig. 3 Developed initial tags.

KTk PDLC 2508 L 72 & X0, (NI & Bil% (4
S, AT B U XETRF. 3V (6V,_,) ML
DBIEEEML 72 & 5 OTATIHBBE 80% % B2 TH
D, Ny FUTHFBIRITE D D5,

3.2 =E&

PDLC # HH\W /2% 7V OFEREZIT 72, 2 B OFEE %47
W, BIEHER D 200l 7a s ¥ 4 T &, & 7 OvEEm b
FHEELA-WRM IO N A TE2E8EL. wino 7o
My ATEY A a2 52NE L THY, PDLC ® ON/OFF
DOl E HHIZAT) 2B TE 5.

W Ta by A T2 3 IRT. 3D Y SIEEEDS
BpoTBY, ENSUF a4 EWRS TELVT 7
AT 3 KRBT, BT ) 3 YRR ES T
ErEh3 5. 2 EHOKGEREZ V72038100 %
FEERENI DR H720TH Y, Hifhhh ) 2 > ARG EMD
TET T AN AT PRET 2 RNV EBICET TS5
YA 5. PDLC A RNIHERET 5 #HI81E 9~10mm /AT
HY, ZOHE T 8mm ADOFHFERGH ZFLE L Th 5.

X412, ZRMTO by A TERT. Erd, fifi7o
MY A TINS5 8 7 (BHeEY 7)), IEHICEES 7 %28

*5  Microchip, PIC12LF1840

*6  CR1025
ToXFv =y s, AM-1456

¥ 2T LTG=NJ— AT T—=T
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M4 ZRMTON AT ks, G705 A THYGOEIES
7, 3WY 7, AWy 7, KEy 7
Fig. 4 Improved tags.

L, 60 EEV2/E4 2 IZ/NY PDLC & 4 x 8mm OFF
JRVER M 2 BB L7 3T Y 27, 4 HIZHEHE Y 7 % il L
74Ty 7, %L TKREIPDLC & 25 x 25 mm DO FJRYER
WM ARE L2 Y 7 CThb. RMTa bs £ 7137
RTYF T LA EMTHE L, %iRT 5HEEZH
W3 % PDLC BRE) i & #4520 TE 5.

a4 EMBEREHOMA T O by 4 e RM T by A
7CIE, 3V OEFEEZ @\, PDLC OG0 EME 0 b
LLE3VICTAIET, 6V, DRBEIEZTHREE L
TWb., —F, KbEhCHEId 2 2 MO 7o ¥
47 TiE, BNOBENPOBER IV 2B E8TE RN
728, FEMEE AT PDLC # 5k ¢ 2 EEX STV 5.
7, BEOE=F Y V74TV, BEFEHVEGEICIEY
430X 7 FIVAKERET S & CHEE Z 1
RESTEBFEEEZ LT S, BEIELVEE121E PDLC
DBRE) A {511 L CRIEORIE % FEORE & MlAAA TV 5,

Y 7 OFAIYIZIE, TREN TS ToF FAXDOT7
A J1 A7, Softkinetic @ DS325 & 7z, 7T AW AT
DB I T4x 58 FETH Y, EEEIL 320 x 240 ¥ 7 v,
Tl =L —FMI60fps TTHIBLTVAE, T—% T — b
IR S N TV 2 BAT S BRI 0.15 25 1.0m T
L. BT, BATEMHOSTTRER AR Y F TOREHER
% (BWEEEE &b o CEHllWREZ) HHEECcH Y, Z
DHPAIMIHRIED R v, BATE % F 572 FHAIT
Ve ) ZETIELR. WA ATI1ERGB 7 47 b
ZTHBY, #EO RGB WL BAT X HHhr mgfb L7
TAZy TERERICHITES., S5, FEIZELLTE
DBAT EEROGHEE & WAL L2EBHEE~ v 79%, ¥
7 T EAZHIEMEDSEIH L T % 2 &) 20 O] 5 i 10
(LT, fafi~y 7)) 2HB22EHNTES. 72771, Fot
S EDREEGEZ Db DERIGFT LI L3 TE R\,
Wi N O F T ORI Y] 2 B 56, FEE

*9 Texas Instruments 1 (TI) ®&#} (Introduction to the Time-
of-Flight (ToF) System Design) XU, fSHEE IIEHED
MERERT. 72720, TIOZOBEELE NV T T AN AT
T HEEE LD T L20E) DEAHTH .

10 Fiked TTAHOERHC LUK, KEERE A <, well capacitity
EIPIEN A BIMEZ R A 121E, WS+ 5. Hws
TAHATTIE, AL EVIETFT T ATy 7 ETHEDHE
Brh.
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<y T EDOFTRTOE 7 LV OE—ElEU L %D, 7
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WHEEE (~1m) 2B 7% &0 9 575, HEE2HiN 5 I1Z
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VOMEMET S5, 2F 0, F7TAH AT ORLTEHHE
HEZ R 72D S TH o THIHMERIUET 5 2 & AT ke
THb. —h, ETELHEWF LT, TTA< YT
LY 7 eV EERT AEE 2 ), BAT X EHRE I
BEHZEIITERV. ZOLE, EEHE~Y 7 LOWIE
72 VofEiZo &b,

4. ¥l

BYEL7z70 by A T2 VT, BARNY WHER B &
O 8] DRI SRR 2 17 - 72,

4.1 FTTIAHIATZHBRZET

W7 a v 4 7% M\, PDLC #°ON 5 & Uf OFF
DEXIONLEEE~Y Y 72 5 1IRY. § 7%,
DIEED A A T EBEOFINIE S &) 1 CFiE L7z, —f%
2, FRYTRET L7tasivI3 &, ki L7 BT X 1Bk
DEFEENN LT20T, BHEE~ Y 7TIIGHEOME %
FIIRELE LA AN TE L, BHEEY Y 7I3%
YU VOfE% 055 255 OEICIERILL T8 ¥y MEjf%
ELTBY, ¥7EFTAHATMOEREE 0575 10m
FTO5@EYICELEETV S, A 2.5m Ml EDOgE
1213, PDLC2"ON @ & &2% 7135 <, OFF D& &
WIS A, 10m OFEECTH->Td, PDLC ®
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Fig. 5 Examples of the images (maps) in various distances.
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Fig. 6 Confidence value during the tag continued to be
switched ON and OFF.
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Fig. 7 Readable range of the initial tag.
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Fig. 8 Readable range of the improved tags.
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Fig. 9 Confidence value when the tag located horizontally var-

ious positions on the image.

A DT B, MIETTAHRASTD T A NEEH
HHOD DM NIE LEZ L EDOMEO O RT. 2
DRIANBTFTTAHATDTL—LL— b% 60fps 55
15fps ~MET 22 M0b D12, BAT S ERIUFHMAZE 0.7
M5 25m NEET S GEEOFT A /3TIE0.15 25
1.0m). BEEH NI ANEZBEHATLIET, ¥ 705k
B §PH D RIS > TB Y, EilEy 7 THh->TDH 16m
DFEENPSFHAPNL ZEDRH L. 25 x 25mm ¥ 7 CTdh
L, 16m OWEENS TH->Td 30 EF TOHPATY 7
ID DFHAMY IZHEIHILTVWDE, 2B, KIZIIRLTWE
WS, 15 x 15mm 7 713 20m, 25 x 25mm % 7' i3 26 m
DFFEENP S THOFHARNDL Z & EFfEREL TV D
INFTH - CTELFERTIE, ¥72F7TAHATOMW
FRRICEE L TBY, ¥ 7EAN) AR RENTH S
WHEMEDS S 5. 72 210X, BEDLICRME S o720, 18
MHEOHIE 4T > T o 72 ) T 5541213, Higdho
YT OMIEICL > THONLERIEDL Z LTSN
b, 22T, WgEhoy rofNERELS L E (YR
BICIE A AT #AfE S &) 1215505, PDLC A%
ONBXIUOFF DL ZOEHELRERL. HREH 9
RS, 77 OMENEILTY, PDU}@HﬁE:mE
TR >EHEEIESNTBY, EghorZIicy 7
HoTh, THLeEGVHERSNTVD .%%t@%mﬁ
FEELELCOIVWI LR, FTRAAIATEHL L
DHEND1OTLH 5.

4.3 HEBEAH
HERDINULT L) 2 CEELRERETH L. REY
IR BRE T UL L v, BB AW S & AT
FECEh. UBMTu by A 72w, #7IDELT
101110 ® 6 € v M & %fELTWw5b & 20, PDLC (ZHI
THEE (LX) &, # 7 IZfinsER (TH) o—#%
10 (2R, KT, 3 OEE 3 (I D Regular
AL 2 R A NIRRT SR SN IERR G FIANTH 5.

© 2017 Information Processing Society of Japan

1.0 1 1 1 0

Regular (i) |

sy [ 1 [0
@©
% 3 ’_‘ m Regular(nj
> 0F -
8 3{ ﬂ ﬂ LPdnvej
[a s -
o ) [—— Regular (i) Regular (i) —— LP drive |
With
1 large
— 0
< 2
oy 4\?I|th
c 1 aces
° Om‘w
O 2
With
1 J reference
oL ‘ Al ‘ L
0 0.5 1.0 2.0
Time [s]

10 KRMTO k5 A 712815 PDLC OfiEEMy (LX) &
y 7 s (T) ofl. PDLC OMjiEAMIE 0 b L
I3V <ThY, #7ID EERITHMERIZEZT> TV,
3 A OBEE) R DE NI OWTIE 4.3.1 THE S, ¥ 7 1D
DREBPIT O N D ZE5M 5 KERIE, HNEEZZHE L7
F“ PDLC IZWMAT A®BiLE, YA A YDA =T 65D

FICESTHERTH L. TFHERIT 0.5 25 0.8uA FHET
?5) N, N&haf yERTHRERKHIELILPTES

Fig. 10 Voltage of the improved tag (upper) and current flow-

ing to the tag (lower).
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Fig. 11 Voltage and current with the three driving techniques.
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MR KREEHK 1L EZ VAT ER - BAETOHANN
b EEREZNL, WREEAATLZIETLIEZ RMICH
D55 7O KESOEEE AL, S5 I2E
MHETYY VT hgANL LR EHEGFETEL. 20
Z L, FMEEECTHIUTL VAR Y 7T AL &

I ABT L EERT D,

¥ 7m0 MR AN ESEL T T AN AT OYBEIE
b H b, EBRTHEP LT 7 AT A T IIFRIGHE
@%@%@%&ﬁ?é&wtm ftbh) &h b EHE~ v
TR L. ZOMER, FHEETOBAIY 1 RERIPRIC
HIBRAS A U7z, 418, ¥ 7V A0 ICHE LT T AN AT

DWHBZA R HNTZY, /8T A= sl AT 272 Y
T5 &9 I2RE, FREY AT L ORI LATTREC % 2

EEZLND.

LUOERRTIE, SN2 1T) 7205 7L
X?wfﬂ%.%tfwtﬁ,ﬂ%@?707%/3/k
WHT A8, BT AEMEITRD NG, ZD7:
DOJEE LT, k2L, T7AALATHLLIERGB
J1 AT TR L7z ifg %, BiGLEEAN & Vv TR T
LIl EZOND 5], [9. T/, WM TSN IR
HBOHEMTHALH. 4tk BFHMEZITGEH L2058 (12
XY BRI L L TV S EALETH B,

$72, ARIOFEFIZL Y, B ) a YRR EnL T
BFICHWE, HEEISETIUET 7 A8 2755 Ok
BT THOREITE LT WD olz. TTAH AT
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X 12 REY 7EPNET 7)) r—32 a3y ol EIFAANOIERIERDTEZ 5 7 (1), QR
a— FEflAGDY, WL CoERERRT25 2 (), §71D L5 7FTOD
HiEE O [ AHLYD  (£7)

Fig. 12 Application examples. Combination with human-visible information (left), QR

code (middle), and depth sensing (right).

SO I HRBEZMBIELZTTRL, FTFAH R
THB Y T NDIEREEICHHAT AL TELEERD
ND. ZOWEEEMZIE, ¥ 77T AH AT TRIKINM
B Re 20, 77— a vOEHEBE LTSS
EWNTEDL., T2, TTAHI AT M) hholzk
KIS 7 ID #RETH LI ICTRIE, ¥ 7 OHEE
NEHWT LI EHTES.

52 77U —3>

REFLEORMIL, N CEIHE R DO BRBEHIZHE T
RAHRRT VY T EILHBEDPSHANS Z ENTELT L,
g 7 OMBEREHR 2KTdLIE3km) dPETELZ
&, (FBRIIIE) 2—HPERFEE SR VWTWDE TN, 2%
HOWTWOTHEZTLY ZOHAMY D TEL L) 1%
LIl Thrb, BAEDFEELTIIY Y P L — FAYEL,
HREEICE L DIFMEE A D 2 EDITER VD, $TTILh
NI ICERHRE Y FL— N EED DL HFEIVLOR
EZHNL, UTT, TNOSOEMEEN LT 7)) r—
TavIiioOWCHERTA.

ST T AN AT OUEENI L L TWIFIE, 7 AT7F
TV MIBIE ARG, 7oL 2 XSS RS
ETOYHERSCEEH CERAAELT S =23 T
&, RELLSY VAT LARFSIHATHIEHNTES.
REY 7R LVEE 2D T T r—2 a3 v ~DOiH
I LW, Bk L72& 912, HAREOFHE TCoOH)
ECHNIERE AR T LI LN TEDLEEZ TV,
7oL ZAZBWIAL, SATESPURy bR EDFEr - g
VICHBEHTAIENTELESS. Bt THoTHH
THICCKBEBICA LARTVE VI L, o0
TV —a v IZHELTW5,

TIVr =2 a Y DFHFAL Y AR—ARERT H72012
ER L7z 3 o 0F #F 12 RS, Pk, F7A
B AT TEHAND Y 7 IDINZ, =P OERIER O H
Wf19 ¥ 7 CdHA. PDLC OBERRIC D ST, 1—
FIEIPDLC DEFIZH D7V =227 beMBATHI LN
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T&5%. O XOMREEHM EZHVIUL, RIFEELETS
®5ILhL, Z—FAOFERILRAUTEETH ), BHE
MADOBHNEZ SND . T TIZERERES SV S R
TV L AIIER ORI PDLC 2 & 31U, ke LT
DB ERIZLDD, FFANATTY ZID 2 H5AHS
TEHTER L)AL, HBHEA L L LTRDER
JH\ 7z Lidar (light detection and ranging) 2S{EH ST
WAAS, JEHEAYIZIE Lidar # W T OIRESY V2 it A5
TENTELLEZON, RlIEHA~NOWHIIALTH 5.

BEY VT HHMTHWLDOTIIR L, sy 7 LilAas
s b TEL, MOPRE, QR I— FLHlAED
BB TH L. EY 7 ORMIZTRIOGEMR 7 1)V L & B
UL, TEDLEIRCIIE RS, ZomToR
% QR I— FORWHFIBICHHT A2 2 LT, i b3
K570y 71D, #EThHE QR I— FICL A% i
AWALZENTEL, 7V FETOHEMIC U2
HIRICHHT 22 L%, # 71D # VT QR 22— FOFF
A& AT IHEBAISEMT 52 &b T& 5. Bluetooth
Y7 QMY T EMAEDEGEICL, FENENLD
B RGP LT ) r—v a Y EEBRT A LS
TX572569.

Mok, 271D &% 7 F CTOMHEEZ RIS L
TWwAHEF PCHEEDAZ ) —YF % IFx) ZRT.
FTTIRARAZE 912, 771D OFEARY & BEAT S HHO
PAF I ENZF T 2 FERIC RO W TfThblTB Y, [k
A7) ZEDMRETH L. 2F), £ 7727 MO 3K
friE e ¥ 71D O i 2 AR ICIEHT 5 2 L5 TE 5.
RVHRIRPO A TV 27 VBT AOTIERL, 47
IDZHWTAH 7Y 27 PERFFETHI LT, L DFEHMY
HBAVCFIAD U2 —T 4 VSRR TCEL LI
BEEZONA. S5, HiE LX) % RJ5ALEE %
FHETHILT, FomlfiMicdsrr 7o by
55054 TRT TV r—arbEILNLLES).

WRETHEE, TTANATWEGE LD FEET S
CENTEL. ARZRILOETEELDT ) r— 3
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YT, YUNEE T TAN X T HEETIE AR { RGB
BICEBE L, T—WI2y FAiE % IR T 5 2 EDE
WLk, SAHWET T A AT (SoftKinetic DS325)
TlX, "FAA AT L RGB /1 A T 3B A AEICHEE &
NCTWb., Z00, ¥ 7B TTAH X T ORAT EFHIEH
FANIZH Y, 2D 3RTNMEZRD D Z EDTEZHEIC
&, RCB W& FOIEMER~ Yy €Y ZFBTELD, 9T
WA IZIE RGB BN~ v ¥V ZIIREMR O L
%oTLE). BEOYAETH- T, TTANATTH
BL (5 704 o) BAT &5 E RGB Hif% (b LI
RGB By 2> 5K 72 3 ROUOBEG#R) &Lz,
BHEEDZEALENS Y 7T TOREI P LREEEZHEE L2
$T52ET, RGBHEZ EADY Y ¥ ZiEEZ A L&Y
HZERWETHLEEZLNSL., LML, ZOZFHIOD
ML 2 O A T PR DNEICHE SN TV D720
WHELTWA, $TREMAATZHETAILIIWEETD
D [11], FRMIZZD L) GG SN ATEY 22—
BILLSFHENS X125 2 LT, RCB E{E~DIEH
By EVIPHRICER SN T EEZ TV,

6. IER

ToF FRDTTAH AT PHEWICFIHTE 3 REx 1
EL, TTAN AT CTimARD/INRCIREEREN 25 7%
RELZ., ¥ 71X PDLC W2 Y v v 7 L IR
KEH O ENTBY), FTTATATPLBE SIS
FNNOBEZLERTH LT, 71D 2%ET L.
BHEoTa Ny 4 TEEEL, NIOY 7 THoTHH
AHHCY TTREFIPAANL <, {HEBED AN & 2R L 72,
BAT ZHHROPAG L & T IEROFAIY % FFEI2ATH 2 &
HTE, BEFICETAARTVEVW)IHHLHY, i
BT TV —2a yNOBEHAPHETE L. REFEE,
EOEHW L XY A3 ¥ a—T 4 v 7 EREORES
ICEBT AL EZOND,
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