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Abstract: In IoT (Internet of Things), various devices upload various information and wireless access net-
works is necessary for many devices without restriction of location to access to the Internet. Also, wireless
access network speed is being rapidly accelerated by increasing of streaming services of mobile terminals.
Though wireless access networks are used in many scenes, quality of wireless networks fluctuates intensely
compared to wired core networks and its fluctuation gives a significant impact on quality of end-to-end com-
munication. In this paper, we focus on wireless LANs as a wireless access network and propose an index
to estimate communication quality of wireless LANs. We use a retransmission rate of Null Function Data
Frame (NFDF) which is one of the Media Access Control (MAC) information as an estimation indication.
First, we investigate whether retransmission rates of NFDF is effective for congestion detection of wireless
LANSs by some experiments. Next, we show a correlation between NFDF transmission frequency and esti-
mation accuracy of communication quality. Finally, we describe effective scope of our proposal to estimate
communication quality of wireless LANs.

Keywords: wireless access network, communication quality, wireless LAN, Media Access Control, Null Func-
tion Data Frame
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RO EMR T 7 AP &, 2 OMMEmE
DERLFEATHL. L L, EBHT 7 LA TILEER
ITHYCHRTHEOES I, Ty FYy—T v Nl
EDOMEICE 2 5 HEBTRE V.,

ZIT, BT 7 AMOBERREZIEEL, Fhi
X o TEIM MG X 74 7 O 2 R GIHEY THRLTE L
hh. BT 7R AWTT S) r—a RO L WEE
i 7273 7280 Ol 7 EFRERIICG T, FEICH LAN
OfE M E BT AHFEAHEA TV 5 (2], [3], [4].

RFFETIEZ ) LT RED &I, EHT 7 AL
LCERDEATHLEMR LAN ICES%2H T, Z0OEE
A EHET HIBEAIRET 5. BARMICIE R 5
WLANOT 72 ZARKA b (LUF, AP) ~NEESNS
MAC EE#H® 1 2 T3 % Null Function Data Frame (2L
T, NFDF) [5] %% % fv5. R LAN ECiFEO
SIS B ISR B RIETTOT, AU TIEEERSE
DR UELZHBORAEDOHAEE %L, 2he NFDF @
FBERIZEDHEET 5. BEAFIISE T NFDF O f %k H3
# LAN O3if5 W OHEE I T E 2 REMIIR SN T
W57 (6], 7], NFDF ORFESHEE IS AR) 2 5013 5
P> TV, R Tld NFDF O F %583 5
BofEfiEs L THR = #PH% NFDF O2%(EBE & o
MEZRTZEIZE > THLENIZT .

DB, 2 ZECId@fE i 7 — & PR RS S I g
B 2 RS, 3 E TR, I—RET IS LAN
DEENEOHE I EN O EERICE VRS, 45
T3 NFDF O % x v 2G5 EiEE ke ez L,
5 BCTFDOHEEREICOWTIHRRS, 6 ETIE, ET L
BEEEZ WA L— AT — A ZOWTIRR, 7TETE LD
LA BOPEEIRT.

2. BAEMRZRE

2.1 EFLAN OBERET—2INEFE

WBEMELHEET ST -V IEOTHELELT, 7774
TEHNE Xy TR S 5. T 7 T 4 TERHINE, B
2B 2 EBEOBIE L FEROBEE ST v N RERT 5. £
DIz, FEEOBEIOEVEHIMEE B 2L TE S, T
ik [8] T, WENROMEM LAN BT ICMP /37 v +
ZHWTRIT 20U LlEmE 2 HE T 52 HREEZRL
TWwh, LaL, HEHLZICMP /87 v s hyEREEIcE
%5.25 80 MEIH 5.

—J%y Y 7EHING, R AR RN TEREEOEEH
Wi, T T4 TR ITENE STy M EAKL S
Wioth, EBRBICEEY ST, RIS THEDVN
LTy MEES S VR LAN BB ICB Wity &
TERUASN TV B, M LAN 05813 5B HEE D451 12
Received Signal Strength Indicator (PLF, RSSI) % fw
BLDIEL 5, WEN Ty 7 REBEORIIFETDH
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5. LIBET, RSSILAND Sy & 7EHANC & % 5818 i B3
EZBT B REEIIE 2 R T

2.2 MAC Bi5® % BV -84 LAN O@BEREH#TE

IEEE802.11 2B W TH — ¥ X I2In U2 @E MY
(QoS : Quality of Service) * #3425 Hik & L T,
IEEES02.11e [9] AMFEHEIL SN THB Y, FTv v 7 OEE
FEZIB LT CSMA/CA Dy F gy 4y Rydd
A%ZEHL, QoS HFEHLLH)ELTWE, ZDIINIZD
MAC E1E# % AT EE T QoS 0l z LX) LT 5
RZEZDH Y, Lk [4] Tld IEEES02.11 O HIH 5 H & B
L, FY A VEARFRISET, 770 75— a3 y 5%
AHMTey 7 2HllTAHERZREL TV,

SCHR [10] TIE, 72Xy 7RHEICTHUS L7-f% 7 L — 4 %
L L, I8 LAN OBEREEZHET 2 HMMELRL
Twb. RSSI DEALZ T AL LT, TCP TOH#E
MLAN O 7 L— AHREEBOE MM L4 L, HEH LAN
DBEMEDOIREL LTIP O/ v MEXREZH W,
YIal—varilih, 7L—20OE%EHE RSSI DR
FICHEERSH 5 2 & 2R L, M4 LAN O@fEME o
RIELE LTOEMMEEZRLTWAD, HiE7L—200%
723 RTS/CTS D& &\ Fide et 7 O ¢, RSSILT LA
DG RELILITEE SN,

2.3 Null Function Data Frame DB =X &#5Z & L
TBERBEDHT

NFDF 3§ CTI2Hft 2 17 > TV 5 3 K 25 power save
mode [11] 1I2BB§ 52 L% AP IZHEAT 272010 ET
HEMACBOF—Y 7L —LAThb. FEITREF—FH
VA TH EPICH RN S RESNDL &) a7
>, SCEE[6], [7] T1&, NFDF 0P %A % Bl g =
BT HET DIEE LTAMROPEL LTS, X
ik [6] TIE RSSI DiFEIZ & 5 NFDF O F%EE OS5 % W]
5202 L, RSSI DI & % @EMEOEAZHE T 545
Fi& LT NFDF OFERITHHMEZRL TS, ST (7]
T, 4 LAN OR#EE% ZE LT, UDP /87 v kM 3)E
2 TCP A)V— 7y S NFDF OFE%ERE MBS 5
Z Lt %&/RL, NFDF Oz v TRk THE# LAN
DEEMELXHETEDLEERL TS, Z013H, X
Hk [12] TIZEBETHDH 5 IKEET D NFDF Dk &l
BWEOMBREFEL TV,

NS DOFZEIZ L ), NFDF O 3% [ k< B ik IR A%
e DS %l 72§ 85413 NFDF OB %R EE WY &
WETABEL L THEATHLZEIRENT. LaL,
NFDF & NIC (Network Interface Card) OFEEHIZ X 1 3%
BHEENKRESRR D, T2, WMRI EIZERERED
Rpdel, EOL)BGEIEAMIREIN TR,
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3. NFDF Q%5 & RERE DR

3.1 FAENEH

BEo &) & RH2 5, NFDF 375y ¥ 7R CHRECT
EL7—4T, BEMEOIREL LTl 22 Lok
ﬁrréfv(mé LA L, NFDF O FEE;EHR LAN O
WEMEOREL LTHERZHPFASHL 2SN Tn R
DT, KFLTIEEH DA % Fv» T NFDF O 322555
& RSSI DR UDP FS b v 7 B0 MRE AT
CDOFAIZ L), NFDF O30 M LAN O5fE i B
(ZZTIRREBEOMME) OEL L THER2HHZ S 2
129 5%.

3.2 AEHE
%ﬁf@ﬂl@ib&ﬂ%ﬁﬁ%WD,%ﬁb?ty7
DIAZUHK & 120K, NFDF Z #5195 NFDF WA R
%R&Hﬁ—%N—%d&n®%% WCHEETHET . mE
BB e % bk OFRimAK) % RSSI D74 25712
EHLENS, Rk, 5% 25 NFDF % NFDF
Bmm AR CHlET 5. APETIIEE ON7y bax) 28
L2\ IEEES02.11g % W CHEER 21T - 72, i
(D MR HIAE T & NFDF ORI % JAAE L 7228, Mg
DEVIZE DEEI LW EEERLTWD, WRIERIE
AP ~OERHRUINOEEIX L v, BIfF NIy 7 O%E
UK & B AR IR G R & [F U AR LAN O AP OFLT
IZ& Y, NFDF A A AR T AP LEHRIN TV D
B~ T ey 7 EEREIL iperf 2~ ¥ F& Hw UDP
JevZ%0, 5 10, 13, 15Mbps EEE LT, TNEN
60,000 AL 7 vy 7 ZEMANEET S, AW LT
vy 7510, 13, 156Mbps D & &, /S84y bORAIZENZ
N3, 17, 3T%HEET 5.

NFDF A RIEF ¥ 7F Y HOA v ¥ 7 = — A G
THW72 b ®id Atheros AR928X) THlEL7z7 L —2H
® Type 7 4 —)V KX V) NFDF #H|53%. Flag 7 1 —

@ SRR 3
o

i —_— —_

_______

NFDF
X B :

awhskeyvy 7
,M I

-56~-T0dBm

1 HESRS

Fig. 1 Measurement environment.
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JV RN®D Retry Ofi (1 OBEFE7 L —24) XD F%
TL—=2hE)xWT s, BE7L—L20%E, 0
TL—LDZEREEMDO MAC 7 FLA%2ADL I EIZX
D, WEKBNTT— ZUEF —N~EWT 5. 7— & Uk
= NTIE 10 53T & ICEFRE L 72 NFDF %5808 2 O %
7 L —2%% T NFDF Of#s% R (1) 0 &) ICHH
T5.

g TEETL— L%
PR NFDF O%fE% <100 ®
o ILC, X3RO NFDF O %R % & b

VA 7%» WCEHT 5.

1F L2, NFDF O%EHE &G O BR % iR
b7z, 5 FEEONZEK (ASUS Eee Slate, LYNX 3D,
Nexus7, Nexusl0, iPad) 75 %8 72 NFDF %% (IE%
JL—AL+WETL—L4) LREMNTEY 7 TEOFEE
RICE L7z, F 72, BREMHEEOBRIISHR [6] % [7] 1R S
M T % NFDF O%(EHIE (0.4 [sec/frame]) & IEIL 72,
K2, RSSI IC & %A NFDF OHEFEOLALE R
728, RSSI VK& W (—=30~-45dBm), FHEE (—46~
—55dBm), /HhEWV (=56~-70dBm) ® 32D 7
FA SR RE L, sMEOAM NSy 2 (0, 5, 10,
13, 15Mbps) % it L THEIEAD NFDF $% fl%E L 7-.
52 R ST 1% 2 R~ H R0 8 IRF 40 4372 o 72, Mg I
TIEEH L7z AP &[] U RT3 SSID 25 6 DR S
nr.

3.3 BERER
R 1R ROFEHRE, 252710 THICHERE L
72 NFDF $tDF-35 % 773 . ASUS Eee Slate |2 13525~
DEFEDHES E R Windows FrFOBEEZ MO T7-0
Fedora20 # 41 v A b=V L CHIH L7, &1 Tk, O&
Qz AEHEOR VR, @~O®% &\ ik & IFA. R
L 72 NFDF #5003/ /] 2,064 (ASUS Eee Slate) ~ &k
329,865 (iPad) fll7Z->7-. B 2 &K 3 IR KD, @,
@@ET 7#%kthHm®ﬁL <% RSSI VR &E W
HENSVEGIZOWTEFRZIRY. fitlid 1052

F 1 RSSI OE W& % FH5%f5 NFDF #
Table 1 Average of the number of transmitted NFDFs by the
difference of RSSI.

(RIS SR EE i 55 B

Ui AR ) ) ® @ ®

Ui AR ASUS | LYNX | Nexus | Nexus | iPad
Eee Slate 3D 7 10

Fedora | Android | Android | Android | iOS
o8 20 222 43 51.1 |5.1.1
RSSI -30~-45 19 29 1679 2015 2176
[dBm] | -56~-70 20 28 582 1675 | 1790
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# 2 NFDF OF%EFEONE L 45

Table 2 Averages and variances of retransmission rate of

NFDFs.
RSSI i s
(dBm) A4 (%) ANt/
(Mbps) Ol ® 0|6
0 11.5 | 49 148 | 3.8
5 159 | 11.1 | 144 | 54
-30~—-45 10 25.1 | 294 | 177 22
13 12.7 | 36.6 | 85 9.1
15 31.7 | 69.1 | 149 42
0 3.4 3.1 139 | 64
9.0 8.2 76 1.4
-56~-70 10 27.9 | 19.6 | 219 | 4.6
13 31.6 | 27.7 | 121 | 10.1
15 39.5 | 41.1 | 140 49

EICHE SN/ NFDF O£ TH L. 5+ 2 |2 NFDF @
FEHE KWK E LTDOD ASUS Eee Slate &, %12
FEOE WK E L TO®® iPad DFEFIZDWT NFDF @
RO L5 ERT.

3.3.1 NFDF DOx%{E48E & NFDF B&EZXROER

B 2(a) & ) REHEEOEVIERTEIZAFN Iy ¥
T NFDF OFEROIIHLDEDPRENZ EVG05E, —
Ji, B 2(b) & (c) £V, NFDF D REAZHE O i%
BTy 78D NFDF OF%EEDIES D XA/ME N
Z e D . FRIZIK 2 (c) @ iPad (& NFDF % f% b 40 %

IZ%fELTH Y, NFDF OFERDIELDEAVNE %o
TW5h, ZOME[NIZE 3 @ RSSI D/hEWE & L FEEET,
NFDF D% EHEOE W (b) & (c) DHFAHE: (a) 121
~NTNFDF FREEOIELDXDVNE W, INHDIEHD X

EWi%Q@ﬁﬁ@EW%#% & TH4H%. NFDF
@1_45551#75‘ MG, BIRTH 2 EOBRBK R N— 2 b

&;éﬁL7V—A;DEﬁ7V—A®ﬁﬁ%<%E
éh,d%oéﬁWﬂéht&%ib
3.3.2 RSSI & NFDF Bi*ZENOER

B2 LK 3 &h RSSIDAR/MZ LS NFDF DF%EZFED
B % <%, NFDF O%EHEOKVIRAKTIE, M 2(a)
EM 3(a) £V, RSSIAVhE W (X 3(a) 25K EL b
Z by 7@®dONFDF OF#ERIIRKEVHEHTICHL. Th
33 2 DFHDECERLIETHGND. 2O Eh
5 NFDF O3%:EHRE DLV K Tld RSSI DI X - T
NFDF OFRIZ B L RITT T L0 h o,

X2 D (b) & (c), 3D (b)& (c) &b, NFDF D%
fESERE DT VK Tl RSSI AV & £ %2 - T ) NFDF O
WD PR TE o2 ThE, NFDF &8
EETAHIZODRSSIDVNE S b Z L IZEAH%ETL— L4
DFEHREIVIEE 7V =8B %W iZeEZ L.
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4. NFDF OBEXR(CL D BELREDHT

SHOMFER LD, NFDF Fk3E 0 M LAN O#1F i
B (S CTUEBEBEORA) OFREL L TOLREEZLET
b, CZCRBHEORER/Nr Yy NRADR1OTHLHEL S
ZEEERTD.

NFDF D %M OB Wi A Tld NFDF O kI E
ff bt 7y 7@l UTEIZIL L7z, 9IS, BEEIFA
THEMMT Y Z72510Mbps D& &, 0, 5Mbps OFfEH
L) NFDF OF#EEPIRKEC EFLTWE I E 2R L
72. %7z, NFDF OREEHEOE IR Tld RSSI D
A NFDF OFEFICKELZEL G2 VW & QERL
7. 2B &Y, NFDF OG5 O & WA Tl RSSI
ICE59, BmbIey Z7EI2L > TNFDF OFEED
fEDZAL T 5 &\ 2, NFDF O3 % 4 LAN 0512
WEOHEEREE L THHTELEE2 5.

—JC, NFDF O EHHE ORI R I T Ek
I DFIVIGINIIN S & TR A LT — D5EAH NFDF
DX EE .2, NFDF %ok adidsoL. &
D7z, fAam k7 ey 7 wIlBfR% < NFDF O fFEEN
EFL, G LAN O#EMEORELS L TARTIEZ W

DLl &b, NFDF @R EHEE D@ AKH S5 IUE L 72
NFDF O F %% % M LAN OMESREOHEEIH %)
LaRET 5.

5. NFDF OB*xX%H\58BER
EDRE

5.1 RFEEEM

4 BT EE OHEE T, NFDF O%EHED
WEMEOHEEEE I CHEE RIS 20, 22 TRZ0
BOBESWERET S, BEMEORLEL (BEORE
DAHE) 12H LT 3 ETHA L2 NFDF OF %I &0
£ MR ERTODERET .

LB DHETERS

5.2 RAEAHZE
3$@%§T,AHF7E/7%Hm%katk§
WMOT/87 Y bR (HFEE) HIEE LG 5 2 & D5HERRC
7. ’“%%“&’%*Lkﬁﬁb?hv?ﬁhﬂ%m
D54 D NFDF DO F%EROESRY T — ¥ O /Ml % Ko
7o, INEZWKOWEEISEOBME 0) L35, F 312
BIK OIS EOMIE (0) 2R,

10 Mbps Kiio B F v 7 (0 7213 5Mbps) D&
X387y PO AREE LTV \WOT, R E IR
L7z NFDF Of#EREO T — 5 Ol %ﬁ@)%i@%ﬁ
EREEF L VIETTH L0, ERICERMLLT—5 1
9%%i%?~&ﬁ%é.L:,memuL@ﬁmh7
by 7 (13 £7213 15 Mbps) DEIE ST v M1 295584
LTWBEEDPIEFEALELZDT, BBLT—% 13T A
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® 3 KABUCROEBEIRELRE (0)

Table 3 Threshold (0) of congestion occurence of each target

terminal.
ASUS
N . LYNX | Nexus | Nexus | .
Ui AR AR Eee iPad
3D 7 10
Slate
30~
RSSI 45 5.2 10.7 7.7 15.4 3.7
(dBm
56~
) 4.8 20.8 4.3 7.7 10.8
-70
x4 HEDRDF
Table 4 Rates of wrong estimate.
() BEMENRN LR THET 256
(a) The case of estimate of mistaking good quality.
IR B R B
Ui AR 5 ) @ ©) @ ®
ASUS LYNX Nexus Nexus
Ui A AE i
A EeeSlate | 3D 7 o | ™

RSSI -30~45 44.5% 27.5% 1.0% 0.5% 0.0%
(dBm) | -56~70 58% 39.5% 6.5% 4.5% 0.0%

(b)BE S E RN LR THEET 256
(b) The case of estimate of mistaking bad quality.

K245 B [GESGE 1S
WA E @® ® ® @ ®
ASUS LYNX Nexus Nexus
i AR FE iPad
AR Ece Slate | 3D 7 10 e
RSSI | -30~45 0% 0.5% 0% 0.0% | 0.0%
(dBm) | -56~70 0.5% 1.0% 0.5 0.0% 0.0%

EOLHYREVIITTHL. LrL, TOHEL 0 L0/
EVEDTRI T — ¥ P ICHEET 5.

DiEns, (a) BWEESSAEL2WVSEE (B Ty 28
5Mbps LLF) 123 200b & FHRINT— & 05HfiE 0 # 2 %
(BRI T %) WAL, (b) WHENRET 5504 (B b
3ty7ﬁnmmmui)’%##b%fﬁmttf—&
ABME 0 % T2 (REEREAE L aV) BED 2 D0HER
WOy —rPdsb., TITHE, TNLEBFRENET—
T OfN—ty M RR)FELERL, KT L O NFDF
DFEEEER RSSI OE W X B3 ) RO & 7.

5.3 RAERR

R AWK L DAY RBOKREZRT. (a) & (b) 3%
NENB2HD (a) & (b) DHEDORDFETH L. Rl FE
T EHEME OB AT & 27RT. NFDF
DEEHIIFRL EHLTHS.

5.3.1 NFDF DX {E458E & #TERE DRR

# 4(a) £ ) NFDF O%EHEOEm VIR (Q~®) &
) EPME L, WEOFEL FMEICHETRRTHL L%
B L7, ZHIE 3BT L ) 1D EHE DSV
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Fig. 4 Configuration example of an estimation system.
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