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Instrumentation of Mozart’s Symphonies:
Study for Width and Thickness of Musical Parts

Michiru Hirano / Hilofumi Yamamoto (Tokyo Institute of Technology)

The aim of the present study is to elucidate the feature of the instrumentation of Mozart’s
symphonies. For each piece investigated, two variables relating to width and thickness of musical
parts were measured. The results indicated that the string sections of symphonies tend to have
higher value of thickness rather than that of width compared with string quartets. It was
also showed that the wind and percussion sections of symphonies contribute higher increase of
thickness rather than width to the string sections.
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