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An Experiment on Programming Using the Visual Mail Reader

HirosHI IcHIJIt and JUN KURABE't

In this talk, we introduce the functions of Visual Mail Reader which we developed, and we
report on the experiments which followed whether the Visual Mail Reader would be utilizable
to development of software, especially definition of specifications, discussion about algorithms,
and debugging of programs. And we discuss on the new functions of Visual Mail Reader. The
Visual Mail Reader is the mail reader which extracts the relations of reply to mail and displays
these relations as directed graphs, and we can use graph as an index for reading mail. Visual
Mail Reader also has the function to summarize mail for every subject thread of mail. In order
to verify whether it is that the Visual Mail Reader can be used for software development, it
experimented in usefulness to the mail group which defined the fundamental specifications of
Visual Mail Reader, the mail group which had a discussion on summary algorithm, and the
mail group which performed debugging of Visual Mail Reader. Consequently, although we
got that the Visual Mail Reader is useful for definitions of specification, but we understood its
functions are insufficient about the discussion on algorithms, and debugging of programs. In
order to enable it to use Visual Mail Reader for software development, we need the function
which extracts formal descriptions of algorithms and the codes of a programs from mails, and
connects about each. For that, we think that it is necessary to design the markup language
for mail like XML.
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