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MultiMedia Communication Protocol (MMCP)

MasaTaka Sucano,! Masanor: Kanura,’ Tatsusat Yamapalt and Masakazu Tamaxr!

In the field of information processing, computer systems in the past were pressed to
handle only numbers or characters. But because computer technology has made rapid
progress, computer systems are now expected to process information available in multi-
media, such as voices, images and video. Offering multiple mechanism to represent
reality, multimedia capable systems provide improved user interfaces from the past.
But, in order to realize multimedia information systems, new communication technolo-
gies are required. We have developed a communication protocol for multimedia infor-
mation called MultiMedia Communication Protocol (MMCP). In this paper, first we
argue the necessity of a common application interface and the necessity of transferring
information representing spatial and temporal relationships between media. Second we
discuss the required functionality of MMCP. Third, we show the specifications of MMCP
and explain its implementation. Finally, we show how MMCP satisfies the functional
requirements of multimedia communication.
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